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Mission and Aims

Mission:

To engage in, promote and co-ordinate research and postgraduate teaching in the social sciences and humanities
concerning the Commonwealth and its constituent parts in both their historical and contemporary settings.

Aims and Objectives:

To encourage informed scholarly and public debate through the provision of research seminars, conferences, workshops
and public lectures, and publications of their proceedings.

To organise and participate in national and international scholarly and policy networks within and beyond the
Commonwealth.

To open up new areas of interdisciplinary research and debate.

To provide specialised library and archival resources and advice to academics and others with Commonwealth interests.

To assist scholars from Commonwealth countries to carry out research in London and the United Kingdom and to
participate in the Institute’s programmes through its Fellowships.

To promote research and teaching which addresses issues of fundamental importance to the organisation and values
of the Commonwealth, with particular reference to Human Development/Rights/Security.

To promote research and teaching on the history and culture of peoples of Commonwealth descent in the United
Kingdom and elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

To engage in comparative study between countries, regions, communities and companies of the Commonwealth and
other areas of the world.

Annual Report Editor: Dee Burn, Development Officer (dee.burn@sas.ac.uk)
Cover Illustration:  27-28 Russell Square by Andrew Wright
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Director’s Review

I’m pleased to report that our 56 th year was another good one for the Institute and its immediate and extended
‘family’. Despite the horrific bomb attacks in London as the year ended and despite the postponement of our anticipated
mid-2005 relocation to Senate House, we were able to join with other members of the Commonwealth family in
London to mark four decades of the Commonwealth Secretariat and Foundation in late-June. A report on the day’s
proceedings was prepared by two doctoral candidates, Victoria te Velde-Ashworth and Fiona White, and is available
from the Royal Commonwealth Society.

The 56th year opened with a very special evening celebrating donors and friends of the Emeka Anyaoku Chair in
Commonwealth Studies. The evening began with a symposium marking the 21 years of Peter Lyon’s editorship of the
Round Table, for which a festschrift edition had been prepared. And it ended with the most welcome news that the
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) had awarded a six-person research team in the Institute a grant to
work on civil society inputs into multilateral policy development within the Commonwealth.

Symptomatic of overlapping networks around the Institute was a Commonwealth Day workshop which brought
together the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission governance alumni network animated by PhD student, Justin
Foxworthy. This was followed by the annual Commonwealth Lecture, for the first time this year at the Institute of
Education given by President Olusegun Obasanjo. The year marked the beginning of the Institute’s association with
two new EU networks: GARNET, consisting of over 40 universities, and the ALFA project, consisting of six institutes
described below. It was the last full year of activity in two research projects on aspects of British decolonisation:
British Documents on the End of Empire Project (BDEEP) and the Overseas Service Pensioners Association Project
(OSPA). As the academic year ended, we were pleased to cohost with SOAS the 750 registration AEGIS conference:
the first-ever pan-European African Studies gathering.

Our postgraduate programmes continue to attract, with the MA in Human Rights again attracting a record enrolment
as it celebrated its first decade. And the doctoral programme now has over 25 students registered. We also have a
record number of Fellows from around the Commonwealth. and are welcoming a range of visiting postgraduates
registered elsewhere.

We continue to host a range of special events with civil society (e.g. British Overseas NGOs for Development),
corporate, professional (e.g. Development Studies Association and International Consulting Economists Association),
and publishing (e.g. Ashgate, Journal of South African Studies, Palgrave Macmillan and Zed) groups.

We were very sorry to bid a formal farewell to Richard Bourne on his ‘retirement’ from the CPSU but hope that we
will see him regularly given his invaluable role in animating both the Institute and the Unit. We were sorry to say
farewell to the Menzies Centre at year’s end as it moved (on time!) as part of King’s College to Australia House on the
Strand, but we will continue to cohost the Australian Studies seminar series.

The Institute has benefited over the year from a consultancy undertaken by Larch and a further report from the
follow-up School administrative support group. We look forward to a busy 57th year before moving to Senate House
and the new opportunities and challenges which it presents.

Autumn 2005
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Staff

Tim Shaw, BA, MA, PhD Director
Richard Crook, BA, MA, PhD Emeka Anyaoku Professor in Commonwealth Studies
Robert Holland, BA, DPhil Professor of Imperial & Commonwealth History
Michael Twaddle, MA, PhD Emeritus Reader in Commonwealth Studies
Nazila Ghanea, BA, MA, PhD Senior Lecturer & MA Course Convenor
Paul Gready, BA, MA, PhD Senior Lecturer
Angela Melchiorre, BA, MA Assistant Lecturer
Stephen Ashton, BA, PhD General Editor, BDEEP
David Clover, BA, DipHum, DipLibr, MA Information Resources Manager
Ian Cooke, BA, MA Deputy Information Resources Manager
David Parker, BA, MA Collections Librarian
Julie McCaffrey, BA, MA Resources Development Librarian
Yvette Bailey Acquisitions Officer
Danny Millum, BA, MA, MSc Political Archives Project Officer
Scott Finnie, MSc Graduate Trainee Library Assistant
Denise Elliott, BA Registrar & Administrative Manager
Karen Parr Graduate Student Officer
Andrew Wright, BA Clerical Officer
Dee Burn, BA Development Officer
Mary Sanver, BA, MA Events Officer
Emma Butler Administrative Officer
Andrew Winstanley-Torode, BA Receptionist

Academic Staff Activities

Richard Crook

Since Richard Crook joined the Institute in October 2003, he has been engaged in a number of research programmes
and projects funded by the Department for International Development (DFID).  The largest programme concerned
access to justice and the settlement of land disputes in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire. In these countries, conflict over land
has become more intense over recent years and the research looked at the different kinds of institutions and legal
codes which people use to resolve their conflicts, ranging from informal village arbitrations and traditional courts
through to the formal state courts.  Professor Crook carried out the field research in collaboration with research teams
at the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (Kumasi, Ghana), the IRD, Abidjan and the University
of Bouaké (Cote d’Ivoire). The programme ended in March 2005, after an international workshop held at the ICS in
February 2005 attended by a wide range of Ghanaian and Ivorian officials and researchers (including a judge of the
Ghanaian Supreme Court) as well as UK academics and officials. (See: ‘State courts and the regulation of land
disputes in Ghana: the litigants’ perspective’, IDS Working Paper 241, IDS, Brighton , Feb 2005; ‘Access to Justice
and Land Disputes in Ghana’s State Courts: the Litigants’ Perspective’, Journal of Legal Pluralism, 2005).

Other projects during the year included: work on urban services and public-private partnerships in Ghana, in
collaboration with the Institute of Development Studies (Sussex) Centre for the Future State, and CEPRESE, Ghana.
(See : [with Joseph Ayee] ‘ ‘Toilet Wars”: Urban Sanitation Services and the Politics of Public-Private Partnerships in
Ghana’, IDS Working Paper, 213, December 2003; [ with Joseph Ayee] ‘Urban service partnerships, ‘street level
bureaucrats’ and environmental sanitation in Kumasi and Accra, Ghana: coping with organisational change in the
public bureaucracy’ Development Policy Review, forthcoming); a report for DFID on ‘Drivers of Change’ in Ghana,
in collaboration with colleagues at the Overseas Development Institute (ODI); a report for DFID on ‘Strengthening



4

Customary Land Secretariats within Ghana’s Land Administration Project’, in collaboration with colleagues from the
International Institute for the Envirnoment and Development (IIED) and ODI.

Professor Crook also delivered papers at the ALADIN conference on ‘Perspectives on Law and Development’  at the
University of Leiden, Van Vollenhoven Institute (December 2004), and the International Workshop on ‘Adjudication
of Land Disputes, Legal Pluralism and the Protection of Land Rights in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire’, Institute of
Commonwealth Studies, University of London,  February 2005 (three papers). In October 2004 he gave his Emeka
Anyaoku Chair Inaugural Lecture to a large audience at the Beveridge Hall, Senate House on the theme: ‘ The State
of the State in Africa: What is to be done?’

Professor Crook , as Project Leader, led a team of ICwS and IDS staff in an application to the ESRC’s Non-Governmental
Public Action Research Programme.  The application was successful, and the project, ‘South-North non-governmental
networks, policy processes and policy outcomes’ will begin in October 2005 with an ESRC grant of £229,000.  The
project will bring together a team of 6 researchers from ICwS, CPSU and the IDS Sussex, and focuses on how
transnational associations and networks of non-governmental actors actually influence governmental policy making
and its outcomes.  The work is based on case-studies from a wide range of countries - India, Malaysia, Ghana,
Rwanda and Canada - and will look at such issues as the development of the Human Rights Initiative in the
Commonwealth, the role of diaspora associations in influencing government policies in their home countries,  justice
and land reform initiatives, policies for protecting the environment of small island states, and campaigns involving
the position of women living under Muslim laws.

Professor Crook continued his role as Convenor of the ICwS’s new master’s programme, the MSc in Globalization
and Development. The first students entered the programme in October 2003, and the degree is due to enter its third
successful year in 2005-06, with 21 students enrolled. He teaches one of the two main core Units, ‘Policy Issues in
Human Development’. He also gave guest lectures to classes at the LSE (MSc in NGO Management) and UCL’s
Masters programme in Development Planning.  In April 2005 he launched a new research training seminar for research
students at the ICwS, the Research Students Methodology Workshop.  This is a participatory workshop which focuses
on problems of formulation of research questions, research design and methodology particularly fieldwork based
data collection.

Outside the University, he contributed to a one day careers and training seminar for returning VSO Volunteers, held
at the VSO headquarters in Putney.

Robert Holland

During the 2004-5 session Professor Holland taught an optional course on ‘Ending the Empire: The British experience’
for the MA in British Contemporary History based in the Institute of Historical Research. He was an Internal Examiner
for the MA in Imperial and Commonwealth History at King’s College London (KCL), and External Assessor for a
revised curriculum of that degree. For the Menzies Centre for Australian Studies he continued on the Selection Panels
for both the Northcote and Australian Bicentennial Postgraduate Studentships and Fellowships, and on the selection
board for the Lectureship in Australian History. In addition he acted as an Assessor for the Promotions Committee at
KCL.

Within the ICwS Professor Holland chaired the Academic Committee, including the Sub-Committee overseeing the
Programme Review of the MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights. He served on the Institute’s Promotions
Committee, and on the Selection Panel for the new Head of the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit. As usual he
organized and chaired the Commonwealth History Seminar, the longest running seminar within the ICwS. Professor
Holland represented the ICwS on the Academic and Policy Standards Committee of the School of Advanced Studies,
and was a convenor for the prestigious Fellowships Competition at the Institute of Historical Research.
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On the research-related front, he remained a member of the Steering Committee for the British Documents on  the
End of Empire Project, and remained responsible for the production of a volume on Cyprus for that distinguished
series of publications. Professor Holland continued on the Organizing Committee of the British World conference
network. His personal research focused principally on Britain’s role in the eastern Mediterranean during the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, including heading up the ICwS-based project on Hellenism and the British Empire. The
Cyprus Ministry of Education provided a further grant of £7,700 to support this activity. Professor Holland remained
on the Editorial Board of The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, and joined the Editorial Board of The
Journal of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies and the Steering Group of the AHRC-funded project on Cinemagazines
and the Projection of Britain.

Writing and publications included an Introduction for The Mechanism of Catastrophe: the anti-Greek pogrom in
Istanbul, September 1955 (New York: Greekworks, forthcoming 2006) and a chapter on “Britain, the Commonwealth
and the End of Empire” in Vernon Bogdanor (ed.), The British Constitution and the Twentieth Century (OUP, Paperback
Edition, 2005)., His main activity in this sphere was seeing through towards final publication his book (with Diana
Markides) on The British and the Hellenes: Struggles for Mastery in the Eastern Mediterranean 1850-1960. The
final weeks of the session were taken up with proofing and indexing, and publication will take place in February
2006.

Michael Twaddle

Besides his continuing roles as Director of the OSPA Research Project into the history of the British colonial service
since the Second World War, and supervisor of research students working on subjects within his personal competence,
Michael continued his own research work and writing. His focus was on three particular areas: religion and politics
in Uganda; preparation of translations into English of historical documents originally composed in the Luganda
language of Uganda during the early twentieth century for publication in the British Academy’s Fontes Africanae
Historiae project; and an overview of Caribbean history since the Haitian Revolution co-authored with Christopher
Abel of UCL. During the year he published “The Bible, the Qur’an and Political Competition in Uganda” in Scriptural
Politics: The Bible and the Koran as Political Models in the Middle East and Africa, edited by Niels Kastfelt (Hurst
& Company, London, 2004); pieces on “John Chilembwe”, “James Hannington” and “Alexander Mackay” in the
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, edited by H C G Mathew and Brian Harrison (Oxford University Press,
Oxford, 2004); and Empire and After: An Occasional Paper of the OSPA Research Project (Institute of Commonwealth
Studies, University of London, 2005).

Michael also continued as a member of the editorial boards of African Affairs published by the Royal African Society
in the UK and History in Africa published by the African Studies Association of the USA. He remained as Secretary
of the Association of Commonwealth Studies until its conference on ‘The Literatures of the Commonwealth’ held at
Cumberland Lodge, 15-18 May, after which he handed the secretaryship over to George Kitching of Canada. He was
founding Secretary of the Association and continues to be an active member of its Council, planning future events
and publications.
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Nazila Ghanea

During the 2004-2005 academic year, Nazila presented papers at conferences in Kyrygyzstan, Wilton Park, at two
conferences hosted at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies and at an international conference held at the Institute
of Commonwealth Studies. She also had a lecture tour in Belgium in November 2004. At Bishkek, Kyrygyzstan in
October 2004 she was a UN Expert providing human rights training and presenting a paper for the UN Sub-Regional
Meeting on Minorities for Central Asia, held by the UN Working Group on Minorities. At Wilton Park in November
2004 she was asked to address the Iran: Future Prospects conference on “What has been the impact of engagement
with Iran on human rights issues?” Her other conference papers were as follows: “’Phobias’ and ‘Isms’: Recognition
of Difference or the Slippery Slope of Particularisms” at the Does God Believe in Human Rights? international
conference of 28 February 2005; “Strategising for Human Rights in Islamic Countries” at the ‘Religion and Human
Rights Conference’ at the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies on 2 March 2005 and “The United Nations Commission
on Human Rights: Reform or Ruin?” at the Society of Legal Scholars Public International Law Group conference:
‘International Human Rights Law – the State of the Art’ on 9 May 2005.

During this year, she has had one edited collection, two book chapters and a journal article published. The edited
collection Minorities, Peoples and Self-Determination (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff/Brill, 2005), which she co-edited
with Alexandra Xanthaki, is a 17-chapter collection by UN experts, senior academics and practitioners from around
the world. It was published in honour of Professor Patrick Thornberry, an expert in all these fields and External
Examiner for the MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights 2001-2005. One of the book chapters in the
above was authored by Nazila: “Repressing Minorities and Getting away with it? A Consideration of economic,
social and cultural rights”. She further contributed the section on “Freedom of Religion or Belief, A focus on its
evolution in international instruments and mechanisms” for The Essentials of Human Rights encyclopedia of human
rights (Hodder Arnold, 2005), edited by C. van den Anker and R. Smith. The journal article “A Review of the 59th
Session of the Commission on Human Rights” (co-authored with Ladan Rahmani) was published in the International
Journal of Human Rights, Spring 2005, 9.1. This is the latest of her annual co-edited articles on the annual six-week
sessions of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. She organised, with the Clemens Nathan Research
Centre and Martinus Nijhoff publishers the very successful February 2005 international colloquium ‘Does God Believe
in Human Rights?’ on religion and human rights. Speakers included the Bishop of Oxford, Professor Conor Gearty of
the LSE, Professor Avrom Sherr of IALS and the columnist Melanie Phillips.

Paul Gready

For most of the academic year 2004-2005 Paul was on sabbatical working on a monograph provisionally titled
Keywords of Political Transition: Truth, Justice, Reconciliation in Post-Apartheid South Africa. The sabbatical was funded
by a Leverhulme Research Fellowship. Two and a half months, from February until the end of April, were spent in South
Africa as a visiting scholar at various universities. In addition to conducting further primary research, the trip enabled Paul
to present his preliminary ideas to a range of academic and non-academic audiences. The book will be published in 2006.



7

A project on rights-based approaches to development is also ongoing, and an edited collection entitled Reinventing
Development? Translating Rights-Based Approaches from Theory into Practice, coedited with Jon Ensor (a former
student on the MA) will be published by Zed books in November 2005. The book will be launched at a major
international conference - ‘Reinventing Development: Lessons from rights-based practice and its implications for
policy and funding’ - organised in collaboration with the Centre for Development and Emergency Practice (CENDEP)
at Oxford Brookes University and the International Council for Human Rights Policy (ICHRP). Rights and development
is one of the two main areas of focus for the new Centre for International Human Rights at the ICwS (see page 8).

Another former student, Oliva Ball, and Paul have been granted the contract to write the volume on human rights in
the No-nonsense guide series, published by the New Internationalist. This will be published in 2006.

During the past year Paul also published an article, “Reconceptualising Transitional Justice: Embedded and Distanced
Justice” in the journal Conflict, Security and Development, and became the external examiner for the MA in
Humanitarian and Development Practice at Oxford Brookes University.

Angela  Melchiorre

During the academic year 2004-2005 Angela convened the more practical unit of the MA in Understanding and
Securing Human Rights. This involved teaching in lectures and seminars as well as coordinating and cooperating
with guest speakers coming from about 30 human rights organisations based in London and abroad. In addition to the
typical academic tasks related to her role, she also coordinated and led (together with Nazila Ghanea and Paul Gready)
the Geneva Study Tour. Drawing upon her previous experiences at the UN in Geneva, she was able to arrange
meetings with various representatives of governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental bodies, thus providing
students with direct insight into UN activities and human rights practices.

From September 2004 to August 2005 Angela worked on her MPhil/PhD research on “Denied Childhood: The minimum
age for marriage and the Convention on the Rights of the Child’, producing a substantive project proposal and
writing up her introduction and first chapter. As part of her professional development and in connection with her
research activities, she participated on the 61st Session of the Commission on Human Rights representing the Italian
delegation in multilateral negotiations on various thematic and country issues. Angela co-wrote an article on this,
together with Nazila Ghanea. The article “A Review of the Sixty-first Session of the Commission on Human Rights”
is going to be published in the International Journal of Human Rights, Volume 9, Issue No. 4 in December 2005.
Lastly, in May 2005 she was invited as a keynote speaker to an International Conference organised by the International
Institute of the Rights of the Child in Sion, Switzerland. The Conference, entitled ‘Right to Education: solution to all
problems or problem without solution?’ took place 18-22 October 2005. The Conference papers will be published in
2006.
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Anyaoku Chair

The Emeka Anyaoku Chair was publicly inaugurated on 27 October 2004 when Professor Crook gave his Inaugural
Lecture at the Beveridge Hall, Senate House, on the theme: ‘The State of the State in Africa: What is to be done?’
The lecture was attended by a large audience of around 120 people drawn from University academic and administrative
staff, diplomats, members of the official governmental and Commonwealth policy communities, donors, journalists
and NGOs.  He addressed the question of why most public service reform programmes in sub-Saharan Africa have
failed, arguing that contrary to the popular stereotype, African public services are not overstaffed but, on the contrary,
lack the staff and resources to do a good job, particularly at the ‘front line’ or local level.  He proposed that governnments
and donors focus on the talent and commitment which already exists in Africa amongst hard pressed middle and front
line service managers (‘islands of effectiveness’) and nurture them with appropriate incentives and resources. The
Inaugural was followed by a special celebratory event at the ICwS on 4 November 2004, ‘An evening with Emeka
Anyaoku’,  to which  a wide range of donors and friends of the Institute were invited.

The most exciting event of the year was the fruit of cooperation between the Anyaoku Chair Advisory Committee and
the famous Nigerian artist, Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy.  Chinwe’s work ranges from portaiture, still life and landscape
to pictures that capture the traditions and cultures of Africa. She received world-wide recognition for her Golden
Jubilee portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth II, unveiled at Marlborough House on Commonwealth Day 2002, and she
has also painted portraits of other high profile individuals, including Chief Emeka Anyaoku himself and HE Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo, President of Nigeria, and a series on the African diaspora commissioned by British athlete Kriss
Akabusi.

In early 2005, Chinwe decided to organise an exhibition of her latest collection on  Ancestral Footsteps at the Mall
Galleries in London on 5–10 September 2005, and generously agreed to donate 20% of sale proceeds to the Emeka
Anyaoku Chair Endowment Fund. The Advisory Committee and Dee Burn, the ICwS Development Officer, were
able to work with Chinwe on marketing the exhibition throughout the summer of 2005. The Ancestral Footsteps
collection reflected her deep interest in the cultures and beliefs of African societies, as she visualised in graphic form
the life of the spirits and ancestors using a variety of modern media. The exhibition, with its mix of vibrant colours,
stunning design, abstract and figurative styles, was a wonderful success and attracted critical acclaim.

Staff and visitors to the Institute were also able to enjoy an exhibition of Chinwe’s work loaned to the ICwS for a
temporary display on the walls of the Menzies and Hancock rooms during the latter half of 2005.

Donations to the Anyaoku Chair as of September 2005:

Mr S Akpabio Maldives Government
Asgate Publishing Mandilas
Bahamas Government Nigerian Private Sector & States
Dr Lalage Bown Nigerian Government
British Airways Mr Derek Norman
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association North West Business Leadership Team
Cyprus Government Palgrave Macmillan
Allan & Nesta Ferguson Trust Mrs Hilary Reese
Mr John Hanlon Mrs Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy
A G Leventis Foundation Royal Overseas League
Sir Michael McWilliam Mr Peter Williams
Malaysian Government Westminster Foundation

Total £650,000

Centre for International Human Rights (CIHR)

Established in spring 2005, the Centre for International Human Rights (CIHR) was launched as part of the 10th
anniversary celebrations for the MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights at the Institute and in
acknowledgement of the integral and positive role that advanced research in international human rights has played at
the ICwS. The Centre aims to help further develop the existing strengths of the human rights programme at the ICwS
in terms of teaching, research, seminar and conference offerings, and consultancies. All these activities have been
notable in their combination of both theory and practice. Events organised by the Centre since its launch include an
international colloquium on ‘Does God Believe in Human Rights?’ and the forthcoming international conference on
‘Reinventing Development: Lessons from rights-based practice and its implications for policy and funding’.
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Postgraduate Programmes

PhD Students 2004-2005

Supervisors are indicated in ( ).

James Akampumuza (Michael Twaddle, Tim Shaw)
The Management of Privatisation in Uganda Since 1982

Mariya Ali (Nazila Ghanea)
Impact of Islamic Law on the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: The plight of
sexually abused children

Janick Bru (Tim Shaw)
Group Process and Influence Strategies in an International Oganisation: Achieving consensus within the Com-
monwealth

Ratanasiri Chotvitayakul (Tim Shaw)
Information Technology in India’s Policy Making

Pamela Ditchburn (Michael Twaddle)
The History of Tiger Kloof: Socio-political influence of missionary education elite in
Botswana

Justin Foxworthy (Tim Shaw)
Red Coltan: Global governance and human security and development in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Wilfred Golman (Paul Gready)
HIV/Aids and the Law: Protecting people living with HIV/Aids

Patrice Laird-Grant (Tim Shaw)
The Effect’s of Jamaica’s WTO Obligations on the Jamaican Agricultural Sector

Yvonne Mahlunge (Paul Gready)
Constitutions Making and Institution Engineering: A case for conflict transformation and management in post-
independence Zimbabwe

Shantanu Majumder (Tim Shaw)
Religious Extremism and the Desecularization of the Post-colonial State: Limitations of urban civil society in
Bangladesh

Angela Melchiorre (Nazila Ghanea)
Denied Childhood: The minimum age for marriage and the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Diana Nanteza Lubwama (Tim Shaw, Michael Twaddle)
Household Social Capital, Gender and Poverty Alleviation: The role of projects for women farmers in Uganda

Kirrily Pells (Paul Gready)
Children and Young People: Rights-based approaches to post-conflict life. The Contemporary African Context

Shirley Pemberton (Michael Twaddle, Peter Lyon)
Caribbean Migration to Britain Since 1945: A St Kitts-Nevis perspective

Desa Rosen (Matthew Craven, Paul Gready)
Socio-economic Human Rights as Constitutional Human Rights: Canada, India, and South Africa

Tony Setchell (Tim Shaw)
The Current Wave of Globalization has been and is Critically Enabled by Network-based Computing Technologies
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Jason Steeves (Tim Shaw)
Sustainable Human Security - A Conceptual Framework for Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Policy

Nelson Takon (Tim Shaw)
Conflicts in Nigeria: Area study of the political economy of south-south geo-political zone (an interactive
approach in conflict management)

Victoria te Velde-Ashworth (Tim Shaw)
Expansion of the Modern Commonwealth: Mozambique and beyond

Brendan Vickers (Tim Shaw)
Trading Towards NIC-dom? Domestic economic restructuring in post-apartheid South Africa and the role of the
multilateral trading system. A study of the Doha Development Round (2001-2006)

Len Weaver (Michael Twaddle)
The Origins, Development and Record of the Kenyan Regiment

Fiona White (Tim Shaw, Paul Gready)
Social Movements and the Consolidation of Democracy in Post-Apartheid South Africa

Those students with scholarships and awards for the session included:
Commonwealth Scholarship Wilfred Golman; Patrice Laird-Grant; Brendan Vickers
Overseas Research Students Awards Scheme Yvonne Mahlunge
SAS Bursary Kirrily Pells
Government of Thailand Scholarship Ratansiri Chotvitayakul
Bandos Island Resort Sponsorship Mariya Alley

No students were awarded PhDs during the session.

Two students, Desa Rosen and Victoria te Velde-Ashworth, will be defending their theses in the following academic
year, 2005-06.

MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights

2004-05 2003-04 2002-03 2001-02 2000-01
Applications 67 152 135 121 67
Total Enrolments 45 53 51 46 27
(Home/EU Full Time) 23 25 21 21 11
(Home/EU Part Time) 8 15 15 13 11
(Overseas Full Time) 12 6 12 11 5
(Overseas Part Time) 2 7 3 1 -

For the 2004-05 MA in Understanding and Securing Human Rights course there were 45 students, of which 27 were
from Britain, 3 were from other EU countries and 15 were from overseas.  Overseas students came from Australia,
Ghana, Guatemala, India, Iran, Malaysia, Malawi, the Solomon Islands, the Ukraine, and the USA. The new students
joined 8 continuing part time students from 2003-04.

Those students with scholarships and awards for the session included:
Chevening Scholarship Diego Gustavo Cetina Garcia; Azril Mohd Amin; Divine Waiti
Ford Foundation Azim Ahmad Kahn
Pontifical Mission Society Scholarship Jayshree Mangubhai

The results for the session were as follows (including part time students who completed their degrees in 2004-2005):

Pass with Distinction 4
Pass with Merit 10
Pass 25
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MA Human Rights Students, 2004-2005

Tamsin Alger
Tamsin is working part-time at Amnesty International, as Research and Campaign Assistant for the European Union
team, and part-time at Time Together, a refugee mentoring project which is part of the organisation TimeBank.

Lionel Blackman
Lionel, who co-founded the Solicitors’ International Human Rights Group in his last year of studies at the Institute
and is its current vice-chairman, continues to work in human rights as a criminal defence lawyer. He is also a local
councillor, elected in his last year of study with ICwS.

Emily Huc
Emily currently works as a Project Assistant at an independent multi-stakeholder review, which aims at measuring
whether and how the private sector should have a role to play in the provision of safe water and sanitation.

Sabha MacManus
Sabha is studying for a Graduate Diploma in Law at City University and hopes to go on to do the BVC next year and
eventually qualify as a Barrister. She is also working part-time at the Migrants Resource Centre, giving legal advice
to refugees and asylum seekers.

Tamsin Mitchell
Tamsin Mitchell is working as a fundraiser for Peace Brigades International UK and as a consultant researcher for the
Salvation Army on an exploratory study into the substance misuse and health-related needs of migrant and trafficked
prostitutes in Tower Hamlets and the City.

Karen Moss
Karen is currently working as the Young Victims of Crime Co-ordinator at Camden Victim Support creating new
projects and supporting young victims and their families.

Joy Namayanja
Joy is currently an intern in the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children in Armed
Conflict (OSRSG/CAAC) in New York. Her work entails among other things monitoring the implementation of the
Security Council’s new Resolution 1612, which is emphasising the monitoring and reporting mechanism.

Sara Pfaffenhofer
Sara is Director of the Ukraine and Belarus Programme at the Action Reconciliation Service for Peace, based in the
Ukraine.

Divine Waiti
Divine has returned to his position as a legal advisor for the Department of Forests, Environment and Conservation,
advising the government on sustainability issues on forest resources. He will shortly begin a new job as a legal
advisor for the Sub-regional office for the Office of the High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) in the Solomon
Islands.

MSc in Globalization and Development

2004-05 2003-2004
Applications 17 20
Total Enrolments 5 15
(Home/EU Full Time) 1 8
(Home/EU Part Time) 3 5
(Overseas Full Time) 1 2

2004-05 was the second year of the MSc in Gloablization and Development course and there were 5 new students,
of which 4 were from Britain and 1 was from Pakistan. The new students joined 5 continuing part time students
from 2003-04.
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The results for the session were as follows:

Pass with Distinction 1
Pass with Merit 1
Pass 2

MSc Globalization and Development Students, 2004-2005

Shakar Arbab
Shakar is working for the World Health Orgainzation in Balochistan/Pakistan as a District Support Officer and is
mainly responsible for the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of WHO’s Health (Polio and HIV/
AIDS) programme in the province of Balochistan, Pakistan. He is also in the process of compiling a local Development
Journal that would deal with issues and activities related to the development sector in Balochistan.

Alumni

Andrea Acerbis (MA Human Rights, 2003)
Andrea is a delegate for the International Committee of the Red Cross in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Joe Baidoe-Ansah (MA Human Rights, 1999)
Joe is a Member of Parliament in the Parliament of Ghana in Accra, representing the Effia-Kwesimintsim Constituency
in the Western Region of Ghana.

Mobushra Baig (MA Human Rights, 2002)
Mobushra works for the Redbridge Womens Refuge Outreach Centre as the Senior Outreach Worker.

Olivia Ball (MA Human Rights, 2002)
Olivia has contributed to a collection, edited by Paul Gready and fellow MA graduate Jon Ensor, entitled Reinventing
Development? Translating Rights-Based Approaches from Theory into Practice, due to be published by Zed Books
in November 2005. She has also been granted the contract, along with Paul Gready, to write the volume on human
rights in the No-nonsense guide series, published by the New Internationalist, and due out in 2006.

Sarah Chandler (MA Human Rights, 1996)
Since 1997, Sarah has worked as a facilitator for the Canadian Human Rights Foundation’s International Human
Rights Training Programme, held annually in Montreal, as well as training human rights trainers in Central Asia. She
also works independently to deliver participatory human rights training to organisations and communities in British
Columbia, and is now coordinating a local restorative justice program. She is a member of the International Human
Rights Program Committee of KAIROS, a Canadian ecumenical peace and justice coalition.

Victoria Coombes, nee Kyriakidis (MA  Human Rights, 2004)
Victoria is working as an administrator in the Social Services department of Kent County Council.

External Examiners, 2004-05

MA Human Rights
Professor Patrick Thornberry, Professor of International Law, Keele University (Professor Thornberry was
awarded for service to International Human Rights in the New Year Honours Awards 2006)
Dr Katerina Dalacoura, Lecturer in International Relations, London School of Economics

MSc Globalization and Development
Professor Robin Luckham, Institute for Development Studies, University of Sussex
Dr Fiona Adamson, Lecturer in International Relations, University College London

MPhil/PhD upgrade and PhD dissertation examinations
Professor John Lonsdale, Professor of International Law, University of Cambridge
Dr Kenneth Ingham, Emeritus Professor of History, University of Bristol
David Simon, Professor in Development Geography, Royal Holloway
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Joanna Ewart-James (MA Human Rights, 1999)
Joanna is managing the Human Rights portfolio and the Social and Environmental Advocacy portfolio for the Sigrid
Rausing Trust.

Graham Fox (MA Human Rights, 2004)
Graham continues to work for Minority Rights Group International as Media and Events Officer and is coordinating
their annual advocacy training for minorities in Geneva in collaboration with the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). In November he will be taking up the temporary post of assistant to the
newly appointed UN Independent Expert on Minority Issues, based at the OHCHR in Geneva.

Geraldine Gilbert (MA Human Rights, 2004)
Geraldine is currently the External Relations Officer for Alter Eco, a fairtrade food company based in Paris. She is
responsible for external relations with producers in the South and with consumers, investors, students, NGOs, and
charities in the North.

Shewitt Hailu (MSc Globalization and Development, 2004)
Shewitt completed her internship at the UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO) in New York, where
she was working in the Situation Centre of the DPKO and, among other things, was mainly responsible for monitoring
the activities of Peacekeeping Operations in the Middle East and Asia. She has returned to Ethiopia.

Farid Hamdan (MA Human Rights, 2003)
Farid is working on the Rule of Law Reform Project, which is funded by USAID, in Palestine.

Vijitha Herath (MA  Human Rights, 2002)
Vijitha is currently International Human Rights Officer for Policy and Institutional Strengthening at the UN Mission
of Support for East Timor. His responsibilities include the analysis of work on projects, workshops and other educational
programs on human rights; suggesting local government policy change; and working as part of the Training and
Capacity Building team to undertake relevant programmes in the area of training, institutional strengthening and
Policy-making.

John Kamau (MA Human Rights, 1999)
John works as a journalist in Kenya. He is a Senior Writer with the East African Standard and was voted Human Rights
Journalist of the Year in 2003.

Rebecca Lee (MA Human Rights, 2003)
Rebecca has completed her Canadian government human rights internship at the University of Fort Hare, South Africa,
and is currently working in the Evaluation Unit at the International Development Research Centre, Ottawa, Canada.

Cristina Michels (MA Human Rights, 2002)
Cristina currently works as a Human Rights Officer for the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH),
based in Port-au-Prince. She conducts investigations into gross human rights violations.

Mobasser Monem (PhD, 1999)
Mobasser is Associate Professor of the Department of Public Administration, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Rita Samson (MA Human Rights, 2003)
Rita is the Project Coordinator of Disability Rights Promotion International (DRPI) - a collaborative project working
to establish a comprehensive and sustainable international system to monitor the human rights of people with disabilities.

Stefania Sini (MA in Human Rights, 2001)
Stefani is working as an International Programme Officer in Social Protection and Gender for the United Nations
Developement Programme (UNDP) in Bangladesh.

Kirrily Pells (MA Human Rights 2004 )
Kirrily continues her PhD studies at the Institute.  Her thesis will investigate post-conflict identities and intergenerational
violence affecting children and adolescents in the contemporary African context.

Michael Williams (MA Human Rights 2004 )
Michael is studying for the Legal Practice Course at the College of Law to complete academic training. He is due to
start his practical training contract with an employment law firm on Chancery Lane in September 2006.
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Fellows

Senior Fellows

Richard Bourne
Richard continued as Head of the Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit (CPSU) until July 2005, when he formally
retired, and coordinated a number of projects for the Unit. He began the coordination of a project to produce an
accessible guide to the UK constitution, in collaboration with University College London and the Citizenship
Foundation, and a study on Commonwealth and European Union support for the African development process
(NEPAD). For further information see CPSU section on page 30. Richard was elected to chair the Round Table
editorial board in June. He was also commissioned to write a biography of President Lula of Brazil by the University
of California Press after ceasing to be Head of the CPSU.

Phil Buckner
Phil Buckner continued to run the Canadian Studies programme with the financial assistance of a grant from the
Canadian High Commission and the Foundation for Canadian Studies in the United Kingdom. This year nine speakers
were brought in to give seminars and the topics ranged widely from a discussion of baseball in the Mexican-American
and Canadian-American Borderlands to a discussion of Canada’s energy policies. For the first time the seminars were
sponsored jointly by the Institute for the Study of the Americas, a collaboration which it is hoped will continue in the
future. Canadian Studies also hosted two book launches at the Institute. One was for Canada and the End of Empire,
a collection of essays edited by Phil Buckner and published by the University of British Columbia Press. The essays
were drawn from a conference held at the ICS three years ago. The second book launch was of the new critical study
of Margaret Attwood by Coral Anne Howells, Professor of Canadian Literature at the University of Sussex. The ICS
also hosted a half-day conference on ‘Canada and the Prairie West’, to mark the 100th anniversary of the creation of
the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan, at which Jim Miller (University of Saskatchewan), Steve Hewitt
(Birmingham University) and Bill Waiser (University of Saskatchewan) gave papers. Planning has also begun for the
6th annual Canadian Studies Conference which will be a joint conference with the London Conference of Canadian
Studies and which will be held on 4-5 November 2005.

Phil Buckner also continued to serve on the organising committee for the British World Conferences, which is due to
hold its next conference in Auckland in July 2005. Two collections of essays, co-edited by Phil Buckner and R.
Douglas Francis (of the University of Calgary), have evolved out of the conference held in 2003 at the University of
Calgary. One volume, Rediscovering the British World, has already been accepted for publication by the University
of Calgary Press and will be published in the summer of 2005. The other on Canada and the British World is undr
consideration by the University of British Columbia Press. Phil Buckner acted as the Associate Editor for 19th and
20th century Canada and contributed 15 entries to the New Dictionary of National Biography which was released in
the fall of 2004 by Oxford University Press. He is also in the process of editing a volume of essays on Canada for a
companion volume in the Oxford History of the British Empire series, also to be published by Oxford University
Press.

David Dilks
David’s book on the nine visits which Sir Winston Churchill paid to Canada, ‘The Great Dominion’:  Winston Churchill
in Canada, 1900-1954, was published by Thomas Allen of Toronto in May 2005.  He addressed a joint meeting of the
Traveller’s Club and the Rideau Club in London in March on the subject of ‘Churchill in Canada’ and delivered a
lecture at Canada House on May 26, under the Chairmanship of the High Commissioner, on ‘Churchill and Canada
during the war’. He lectured on similar themes at Toronto on May 9 and Ottawa on May 13 and was the speaker at the
banquet held by the International Churchill Society in Toronto on May 10 to commemorate the 65th anniversary of
Sir Winston Churchill’s becoming Prime Minister.

John Harker
John is President and Vice-Chancellor of the University College of Cape Breton (UCCB) in Canada.  He continues
his interest and involvement with the Institute.

Richard Longhurst
Richard continued to work through the year with the International Labour Office, on evaluations related to networking,
the partnership funding agreement ILO has with the Department for International Development (DFID), and most
recently on ILO’s forced labour and trafficking programme. In October he returned to the Commonwealth Secretariat
as a consultant, first for the preparation of operational guidelines for EC- funded trade policy partnership programmes
and second, advising Secretariat Departments on mainstreaming human rights into developmental programmes. He
has just started a review of the UN Development Assistance Framework, attached to the Overseas Development
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Institute. During the year he continued as Scientific Board member of the Brussels-based Nutrition Tiers Monde, as
Chair of the Alumni Association of the Institute of Development Studies which organised a 2 day seminar on security
and development in April, and is also a co-editor of The Evaluator, the in-house quarterly publication of the UK
Evaluation Society.

Peter Lyon
It was a memorable year for Peter, marked especially with the award of an OBE in the New Year’s Honours List “For
Services to the Commonwealth”. Otherwise, it was a fairly active year of travelling, conferencing and writing. As
usual, he lectured at LSE on New States, India and Canada, and took part in a number of yearbooks. In September he
was presented with a special issue of the Round Table made up of essays in his honour. In mid-November he took part
in the annual meeting of the Canada/UK Colloquium (CUKC) at Chateau Frontenac, Quebec City. In March he
participated in an international conference at the Kennedy School of Government, in April at Wilton Park on
dependencies, and in May he lectured in Madeira on Small States. In June he spoke at a symposium at the Royal
Commonwealth Society designed to appraise the work of the Commonwealth 40 years after the launching of the
Commonwealth Secretariat. He contined to serve on the editorial boards of several journals, including The Round
Table, and to be a trustee of the Gilnert Murray Trust. He virtually completed a book on Indo-Pakistan relations 1947-
2005 for ABC Clio Press, California.

Maryinez Lyons
Maryinez spent the year working for USAID in the regional office based in Kenya. She was a Senior Advisor in the
HIV/AIDS office and was able to visit Djibouti, Eritrea, Madagascar and Uganda on what are termed ‘missions’. This
contract ended in September and subsequently she has been involved in a number of consultancies, always focused
on HIV/AIDS. I will travel to the Southern Sudan in a few weeks which should be a very interesting experience. As
you can imagine, the Southern Sudan is a riot of development at the present moment. I plan to attend the December
Conference on the Ethnography of Medical Research in Kilifi, Kenya, which is being organized by the Wellcome
Institute for the History of Medicine.

Marika Sherwood
Marika continued to edit the Black and Asian Studies Association’s Newsletter, which appears three times a year.
Also, on behalf of BASA, she met with Museum directors a number of times and addressed a meeting of those
involved in the 2007 commemorations of the 1807 Anti-Slave Trade Act; and with the DCMS’ Working Group on
Cultural Diversity. Marika spoke at the following conferences: Kent County’s Black History Month event: ‘Black
peoples in Kent’; History in Education, organised by the Institute of Historical Studies: ‘In this Curriculum I dont
exist’; Museum Development Service in Kent: ‘Cultural Diversity’; BASA Education Conference: ‘Critique of Black
British History published sources’; BASA AGM/Conference: ‘Britain and the Slave Trade and Slavery in the 1840s’;
ICS Political Ephemera Conference: ‘Using ephemera to reconstruct histories of organisations and protest’. In
November, Marika was in Ghana, researching in Accra and the Cape Coast, and was invited to attend the Annual
Meeting of the SEND Foundation, a large local NGO.

Marika taught two sessions of Middlesex University’s first ever Black People in Britain summer course. After a
number of discussions which included the Permanent Secretary, presented revisions for their publication for schools
to the MOD. She was awarded a small travel grant by the British Academy for work on ‘Britain and the Slave Trade
and Slavery in the 1840s’. During the year the New Dictionary of National Biography appeared, with her seven
contributions. Other publications included: “Forgotten history”, Museums Journal; “The Coloured Film Artists’
Association”, BASA Newsletter #41; “Britain, the slave trade and slavery, 1808 – 1843”, Race & Class 46/2; “The
African Diaspora in Europe”, Encyclopedia of the World’s Minorities by Fitzroy Dearborn; “Kent in the Empire and
the Empire in Kent”, www.hereshistorykent.org.uk.

Krishnan Srinivasan
Krishnan published Guesswork in January 2005, and prepared a book on The Rise, Decline and Future of the British
Commonwealth for publication by Palgrave Macmillan in the last quarter of 2005, to be launched at the Nehru Centre
in mid-November. The latter also contained a foreword by Peter Lyon, Emeritus Reader in Commonwealth Studies at
the Institute. Krishnan was elected to an Honarary Professorship at the Indian Staff College for senior executives.

Mary Turner
Mary has continued to participate in the Association of Caribbean Historian’s conference which met this year for the
first time by local invitation in Cartagena, Columbia where she chaired a lively session on ‘Race and Identity’. She
also took part in the U.K’s Society for Caribbean Studies Conference in Newcastle as well as in numerous seminars
here in London. She has been appointed Fellow of the new Institute for the Study of the Americas, founded in 2004,
and has been working with Dr. Kate Quinn, its post-doctoral Research Fellow in Caribbean Studies to promote the
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seminar series Caribbean Societies in Regional Perspective. This year’s series hosted Professor Franklin Knight from
Johns Hopkins University who spoke on ‘The Haitian Revolution and the Promotion of Human Rights in theAmericas’.
Mary continues to write book reviews and to act as external PhD examiner and has been invited to contribute to the
London School of Economics new Journal of Global History published by Cambridge University Press. Mary will be
serving on the committee for the Trevor Reese Memorial Prize, based at the Institute, for books published during
2003-04 in the field of Commonwealth and Imperial history.

Marc Williams
Marc arrived at the Institute in August 2005 and began research on two projects.  The first project is a study of the role
of civil society actors in the global trading system. The aim of this project is to explore transformations in the global
trading system and the impact of these changes for the various actors in international trade. Specifically the project
assesses the impact of globalization on trade policy and the responses of civil society actors to these changes. The
second project is concerned with the evolution of the regulation of genetically modified food in three Commonwealth
countries viz. Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom. It explores the challenges and obstacles to constructing
regulatory regimes that balance food security and environmental sustainability.

Fellows

John Cowley
John participated in two very different forums in December 2004.  At the first, a London presentation for students
entitled ‘Oral Histories, Power and Ethics,’ he demonstrated some of the oral history resources provided by the lyrics
to both commercial and field recordings of black music from the United States and the English-speaking Caribbean.
Later in the month, he attended the international conference at the Sorbonne in Paris exploring comparative and
interdisciplinary approaches to ‘African American and Diasporic Research in Europe.’  Held in honour of the French
scholars Michel and Geneviève Fabre, the gathering was organised by the Cercle d’Etudes Afro-Américaines (CEAA)
and the W. E. B. Du Bois Institute for African and African American Research of Harvard University.  John’s paper
was entitled ‘Paris Biguine: History and documenting recorded African-Caribbean music’.  This demonstrated the
use of discography as a tool in understanding the history of specific Caribbean musical genres, such as Jamaican
mento, Trinidad calypso or Martinique biguine.  In April 2005, in another facet of the same subject, John participated
in the first Symposium organised by the Centre for the History and Analysis of Recorded Music (CHARM) at Royal
Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey.  His presentation was entitled ‘“Iron Duke In The Land”: Case
studies in discography as a source for the history of vernacular music’.

Martin Hill
Martin continued his research on human rights in Africa in conjunction with his full-time work at Amnesty International.
His ICwS research focused on conflict resolution, civil society activism, refugees and diasporas. After visiting Nairobi
in July for the closing stage of the Somalia peace and reconciliation conference, Martin gave a paper on the Somalia
peace talks at the Somali Studies International Congress at Aalborg University, Denmark, in September 2004. This
will be published by Aalborg University. At the African Studies Association (UK) biennial conference at Goldsmiths
College, London, in September 2004, he convened a panel on ‘Peace and Human Rights in the Horn of Africa’, with
papers on the Ethiopia/Eritrea war of 1998-2000, the Sudan peace talks, and his own paper about the Somali warlords.
He also gave a paper at the AEGIS European Conference of African Studies, hosted by the School of Oriental and
African Studies and the ICS, in June 2005.His paper on “Conflict and human rights in the Horn of Africa” was
presented on a panel on ‘The Horn of Africa in the New World Order’. An article he wrote on human rights in post-
liberation Eritrea was published in a book edited by Rickard Sjoberg and published by the Swedish International
Liberal Centre (in Swedish translation) in October 2004. The book is about an Eritrean journalist, Dawit Isaak, who
is a prisoner of conscience in Eritrea since 2001 and a Swedish citizen. Martin continued to be a member of the
Council of the African Studies Association (UK) and of the Anglo-Somali Society.

Linus Okere
In March, Linus joined the Special Educational Needs Section of the Lambeth Local Education Authority as Assessment,
Placement and Management Officer. He writes Statements of Special Educational Needs based on the reports of
relevant professionals, such as teachers, education psychologists, speech and language therapists, doctors, and
physiotherapists, and parents. Each child approved by the Special Educational Needs Panel will be issued with this
document to ensure these children are placed in suitable educational settings. Linus also continued to study the role
of the media in raising awareness and sensitising the public about the trafficking of African children into the UK.
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Visiting Fellows

Robert Balfour
Robert returned to the Institute in August this year to round up the Colloquium on ‘The Representation of Capital
1700-2000: Speculation and Displacement’. During the year, he published extensively including: an editorial on
“Gifting Democracy: English language education in South Africa after 1994” with Claudia Mitchell in English
Quarterly, 36(2), 2004; a monograph on Integrating English Language and Literature in the Curriculum, Brevitas
Press, 2004; a review on Teaching and Learning a Second Language: A guide to recent research and its implications
by Ernesto Macaro, British Journal of Education Studies; an article on “Transforming a Language Curriculum: Shifting
pedagogy for meaningful learning”, Perspectives in Education, 23(1) March 2005. Robert also contributed two chapters:
firstly, on “Interpreting Signs: Reflections on research design in context”, Communication Impact: Designing research
that matters, Susanna H Priest (ed), 2004; secondly, on “Teacher Development and its Implications for Partnerships
in South Africa’s Education System”, Edited Conference Proceedings of ‘Teacher Development at the Centre of
Change’, Balfour, Buthelezi, Mitchell (eds), 2004. Robert also gave a keynote speech at the Language of Learning
and Teaching at Schools at the University of KwaZulu-Natal on “Multilingualism, Power, and Language Rights in
South Africa after 1994”.

Peter Clegg
Peter was engaged in a number of academic and research activities during the year. The highlight was a two-month
field trip to the Caribbean in October and November 2004, funded by the British Academy. He visited Barbados,
Curacao, Jamaica, Martinique, St Lucia and Turks and Caicos Islands, and gathered information for an ongoing book
project. In addition, Peter attended and presented papers at the Caribbean Studies Association and Society for Caribbean
Studies annual conferences. He also made a presentation to the University of Reading’s Department of Agricultural
and Food Economics, and took part in the First UK/Caribbean Business Forum held at Lancaster House in June.
Further, he participated in, and prepared a memorandum on the UK’s Caribbean Overseas Territories for an OECD
report, published in March 2005, on the British government’s adherence to combating bribery of foreign public
officials in international business transactions. Peter also continued in his role as member of the Caribbean Board, a
group of individuals with an interest in the region providing advice to the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office on
Caribbean matters, whilst also undertaking projects in its own right. In terms of publications, Peter had two book
chapters published on the UK’s Caribbean Overseas Territories, one on the issue of governance and the other on the
Territories role in the offshore financial sector. He also contributed articles to the Journal of Transatlantic Studies and
the European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, while also providing material on the Caribbean for
Keesing’s The Annual Register and Political Parties of the World published by John Harper.

Fred Gale
During 2004-05, Fred Gale was involved in researching forest certification in British Columbia, the UK and in the
Asia-Pacific. In British Columbia he continued his research with Chris Tollefson (University of Victoria), David
Haley (University of British Columbia) and Denise Allen (Chrysalis Forestry Ltd) on the negotiation of the Forest
Stewardship Council’s Regional Standard for British Columbia. While in the UK in June, he interviewed key informants
on the development of the UK Woodland Assurance Scheme (UKWAS) as part of a cross-sectoral, cross-national
study on forestry and fisheries certification with Marcus Howard (University of Tasmania). And on the Asia-Pacific,
Fred continued his collaboration with Ben Cashore (Yale University), Errol Meidinger (SUNY, Buffalo) and Deanna
Newsom (Rainforest Alliance) on forest certification in developing and transitioning societies. The latter research is
scheduled for publication, under the title Confronting Sustainability: Forest certification in developing and transitioning
societies, by Yale Forest and Environmental Studies Press in late 2005.

Elizabeth Gunner
Liz Gunner returned to the University of KwaZulu-Natal and continued with her work on the new Centre for African
Literary Studies (CALS) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, which was launched in September 2004. As Acting
Director of the Centre, Liz initiated regular graduate research seminars and in May held an interdisciplinary  workshop
led by Achille Mbembe and Sarah Nuttall of WISER (Wits), on the Special Issue of Public Culture, (16. 3), on
‘Johannesburg the Elusive Metropolis’. She guest-edited a Special Issue of African Studies   (64.1) entitled ‘Modern
Mass Media, Memory and the Popular Imagination’; and, with Isabel Hofmeyr, guest-edited a Special Issue of Social
Identities (11.2)on Mass Media and Popular Narrative’. Her other publications were: “Supping with the Devil: Zulu
Radio Drama under Apartheid – The Case of Alexius Buthelezi” in Social Identities 11 (2); “South African Imaginaries
and Transnational Spaces: Introduction” in African Studies 64 (1); “‘Those Dying Generations at their Song’: Singing
of Life, Death and AIDS in Contemporary KwaZulu-Natal” in English Studies in Africa  46 (2) 2003 (published
January 2005); “Exile and the Diasporic Voice: Bloke Modisane’s BBC Radio Plays”  in Current Writing: Text and
Reception  in Southern Africa 15 (2) 2003 (pub. September 2004); she also published several entries on Zimbabwean
writers in the 2nd edition of the Routledge Encyclopaedia of Postcolonial Literature. Liz gave a paper at the Stockholm
Conference on Studying Transcultural Literary History, in November 2004 and gave guest lectures on Zulu ChoralMusic
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at the San Diego and Los Angeles campuses of the University of California in February. She attended and presented
papers on  Zulu radio drama and apartheid at the St Antony’s College African Studies Conference in June 2005 and
the AEGIS Conference at the School of Oriental and African Studies in June and July 2005.

Dominique Marshall
Dominique has published two articles: “Children’s Right and Imperial Political Cultures: missionary and humanitarian
contributions to the Conference on the African Child of 1931", International Journal of Children’s Rights, 12 (2004),
p. 273-318; “Genèse et élaboration du système de protection sociale au Québec”, RECMA, Revue internationale de
l’économie sociale (Paris), 83, 294 (November 2004), p. 74-89. She was the discussant in the Specialised Theme
Session 21 of the World Congress in Historical Sciences, entitled “Models of the Welfare State Formation in the
Global Context”, held in Sydney, on July 7, 2005. Her paper is on the website of the Congress (http://
www.cishsydney2005.org/program.asp?lang=EN&sub=0037) and the revised version will be included in the
proceedings, published autumn 2005 on CD ROM. Dominque also taught a course on the history of humanitarian aid
for the first time, which now figures in the regular offerings of the History Department at Carleton University.

Jane Parpart
Jane completed her last year as the Lester Pearson Professor and Chair of International Development Studies at
Dalhousie University, as well as Professor of History and Gender Studies. She became Professor Emeritus at Dalhousie
University in July and as well as Research Fellow at the Institute is now a Visiting Research Fellow with DESTIN at
the London School of Economics. The focus of her writing has been on new approaches to development theory,
gender and globalization as well as gender and development – both as theory and praxis (see a joint article with Henry
Veltmeyer in the Canadian Journal of Development Studies, 2004). She began co-editing The Practical Imperialist
(Brill, 2006), with Marianne Rostgaard (Aalborg University), which will include background analysis and the edited
letters of a Danish planter who worked for the German East Africa Company 1888-1906.  She also started to write up
some of her research on the emerging African middle class in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, particularly its role in changing
notions (and practices) of modernity(ies), development, nationalism and progress.

Dennis Rumley
Dennis continued his work with the Indian Ocean Research Group (IORG - see website http://www.iorgroup.org)
and has recently completed a co-edited volume with Sanjay Chaturvedi (the second IORG volume) entitled Energy
Security and the Indian Ocean Region (South Asian Publishers, 2005). This was launched in Malaysia by the Australian
High Commissioner at the third IORG Conference on the theme of ‘Sea Lanes of Communication in the Indian
Ocean’ held in Kuala Lumpur in July 2005. He also recently completed another co-edited book, with Vivian Forbes
and Christopher Griffin, entitled Australia’s Arc of Instability: The political and cultural dynamics of regional security,
to be published by Springer in late 2005.

Judaman Seecoomar
Judaman has spent a large portion of the year working with his editor on the preparation of his manuscript Democratic
Advance and Conflict Resolution in Post-Colonial Guyana for publication. He has also started work on a new piece
with the provisional title In Search of a Better Guyana. The aim is to explore a framework of ideas, values and beliefs
that are authentically Guyanese and which can underpin the design and behaviour of Guyanese institutions.

Susan Williams
Susan has concentrated this year on completing a book about Seretse Khama, the founding President of Botswana,
entitled Colour Bar, to be published by Penguin in May 2006. She carried out extensive archival research in Botswana,
South Africa and the UK and conducted interviews with, among others, Former President Sir Ketumile Masire and
Vice President Ian Khama. Other outputs of the research include a chapter entitled “The role of the media in the exile
of Seretse Khama: the Bangwato vs the British 1948-1956”, to be published in The Media and the British Empire,
edited by Chandrika Kaul (Palgrave Macmillan 2006). Susan contributed a seminar paper on her study of Seretse
Khama to the ICwS Commonwealth History Series; she also gave a talk on this research at the launch of the Archive
Awareness Campaign in October 2004, which was organised by The National Archives of the UK and hosted by the
Guardian. A television company is making a programme of the book to coincide with its publication. Also during this
academic year, Susan contributed a number of entries to the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (2004; 2006).
Media interest has continued in her recent book The People’s King. The True Story of the Abdication (Penguin 2003),
which reappraises the crucial role of the Dominions and the empire in the events leading up to the abdication of
Edward VIII. As well as interviews on radio and television (including BBC Newsnight), she spoke at the Windsor
Festival and the Cheltenham Literary Festival.
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Amongst the new Fellows expected in 2005-06:

Pedro Machado (New York University)
Barrie Ireton (Department for International Development)
Barbara Hocking (Queensland University of Technology)
Nadia Ellis (Princeton)
Kai Easton, Chapman Fellow (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Paul Close (Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan)
Brian Young (McGill University, Quebec)

Affiliated Organisations

The following are some of the organisations with which ICwS collaborates:

Academic Council on the United Nations System
African Studies Association
Association for Canadian Studies in the United States
Association of Commonwealth Universities
Association of Research Centres in the Social Sciences
British Association of Canadian Studies
British Association of South Asian Studies
British Australian Studies Association
British Council
British International Studies Association
Commonwealth Consortium for Education
Commonwealth Foundation
Commonwealth Local Government Forum
Commonwealth Organizations’ Group
Commonwealth Scholarship Commission
Commonwealth Secretariat
Council of Commonwealth Societies
Council for Education in the Commonwealth
Democracy Collaborative (University of Maryland)
Development Studies Association
European Association of Development Research & Training Institutes
European Consortium of Political Research
International Studies Association
International Consulting Economists Association
Organisation for Social Science in Eastern and Southern Africa
Royal Commonwealth Society
Standing Committee on Library Materials on Africa
Standing Committee of National and University Libraries
Society of Caribbean Studies
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Library and Information Resources

Considerable staff time has been taking up with planning for the process of convergence within the University of
London Research Library Services (ULRLS), and the relocation to the Senate House building. The latter project has
been a source of some frustration as plans have solidified and then been subject to change, but it now appears that a
final location for the Institute of Commonwealth Studies Library has been agreed. While these change processes have
been going on we have continued to work on a number of developments to improve access to the collections and
provide for their long-term preservation.

Staffing
Iris O’Brien completed her Graduate Trainee year in August 2005 and will be commencing a full-time MA in Library
and Information Studies at University College London. Iris will continue to work on a casual basis to cover some
Saturday opening hours. Her replacement is Joanne Edwards, a recent graduate of the University of Bristol.

David Parker has resigned his post and intends to move to France. Scott Finnie has agreed to move into David’s role,
while continuing his work on the African Monographs Project. With the completion of the Political Archives Project,
Danny Millum will be leaving the Institute at the end of September, but keeping in close contact as he takes up a new
position at the Institute for the Study of the Americas.

Library Development and Projects
Work to develop and converge the catalogues of the School of Advanced Study and Senate House Library culminated
at the end of the year with the transfer of data and records to a single system. Users will be able to search the entire
ULRLS catalogue as well as scoped searches, for example of Commonwealth Studies or Political Archives only. The
address for the new catalogue is: http://catalogue.ulrls.lon.ac.uk. Some initial work has been carried out to reduce
duplication of current holdings in preparation for moving within the Senate House Library.

Collaboration with other libraries is vital to provide a broad and accessible base for research support throughout the
country. The Library maintained its relationship with, held office in and contributed to projects developed by groups
such as SCOLMA (Standing Conference on Library Materials on Africa), BACS LARG (British Association for
Canadian Studies Library and Resources Group) and the University College and Research Special Interest Group of
CILIP (Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals). Ian Cooke edited the BACS LARG gateway to
resources for Canadian Studies “Access Canada”: http://www.canadian-studies.net/accesscanada. During the year
the Library hosted meetings of these organisations, and visits from staff from the Commonwealth Education
Documentation Centre at the University of Nottingham; Royal Holloway University of London; the British Library;
the National Archives; the Library of Congress; and the Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA.

The Political Archives Project, jointly led by the Institute of Commonwealth Studies and Institute for the Study of
the Americas will finish in September 2005. Collections of political ephemera from both Institutes have been catalogued
and archival descriptions added to London and national databases. The project held a very successful Political Ephemera
workshop in July, at which the project website was launched at: http://www.sas.ac.uk/polarch/. Speakers at the workshop
included staff from the Library of Congress, University of Cape Town and Basler Afrika Bibliographien.

The African Monographs Project, also made possible by a grant from the Vice-Chancellor’s Development Fund,
started in August 2004 and has made good progress in cataloguing a number of donated collections, including those
of the United Africa Company, Mary Benson, Baruch Hirson, Martin Bailey and Dennis Herbstein. Catalogue records
have also been added for new donations of books from the CTUC and FCO Africa Office.

With thanks to Pat Larby, the Register of Commonwealth Research continues to be updated, providing a statement
of current PhD and MPhil research throughout a number of UK universities, and recording completed research.
Theses in Progress in Commonwealth Studies is available in print and via the Institute website.
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A number of initiatives took place to improve access to and preserve collections. The Taylor family papers (ICS 120)
were microfilmed by Adam Matthew Publications and copies of the Trinidad newspaper The Bomb, which were
physically deteriorating, were sent to the University of Florida to be included in a microfilming and digitisation
programme based there.

As part of the library’s outreach activities, library staff took part in a number of academic conferences. David Clover
and Danny Millum presented papers at the Society for Caribbean Studies conference. Danny also spoke at the African
Studies Association UK conference, and David at the Museum in Docklands’ West Indies Study Day. Ian Cooke
chaired a panel at the Library Resources day of the AEGIS (Africa-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies) and
organised the SCOLMA AGM and reception on the same day.

An online exhibition, Caribbean Online, was curated, showcasing archive collections relating to the Caribbean, as
the Institute’s contribution to the Archives Awareness Campaign 2004 at  http://www2.sas.ac.uk/commonwealthstudies/
carib_web/default.htm. This was our first such online exhibition and has proved to be a valuable promotional tool.
The Library was successful in obtaining a small grant from ALM London to assist in the costs of this project.

Use of the Library
During the year 10835 visits were made to the Library. Researchers looked at a variety of topics, including changes
in the agriculture/plantation economy of Ceylon/Sri Lanka; the origins of apartheid; Marcus Garvey; migration from
the Caribbean to the UK; and the history of the British West Indies Regiment.

Archives and special collections were used heavily, and continue to attract national and international visitors. It was
pleasing to see significant use of the newly catalogued Political Archives collection (especially relating to India,
South Africa and Zimbabwe), as well as ongoing interest in the West India Committee collection and Ruth First,
Ferguson, Ashmead-Bartlett and Baruch Hirson papers. Some material from the Archive collection was lent to Hackney
Museum for their exhibition ‘Courage Beyond all Boundaries: An exhibition on the life and times of CLR James,
writer, activist and historian’ (1901-1989)

The Library continues to support the learning and teaching activities of the Institute. As well as continuing with
extended opening hours, we continue to build the teaching collections, and were able to negotiate borrowing rights at
SOAS for our master’s students.

Collection Development
In addition to continued purchases the Library is fortunate to receive donations of books and periodicals both newly
published and of historic value, as well as archive and manuscript materials. Donations were gratefully received this
year from many people and organisations. Some of the significant archival donations this year included:

A further donation of archives of the Caribbean Council
The records of the Caribbean Banana Exporters Association London Lobby
The archives of the Commonwealth Trade Union Council
Material from the Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR) relating to Central and Southern Africa

Accessions
Total volumes added to stock, excluding periodical issues 4618
Total volumes in library, excluding periodicals 193243

Donations to the Library
Ashgate Publishers; Steve Ashton; Dr Walter Baker; Terry Barringer; BBC World Service; Richard Bourne; Glenn
Calderwood; Caribbean Banana Exporters Association; Caribbean Council; Commonwealth Institute; CIIR; CTUC;
Cyprus High Commission; Rachel Day; Global Facilitation Network for Security Sector Reform; Foreign and
Commonwealth Office; Deborah Gaitskell; Hansib; Norman Hillmer; Rob Holland; House of Commons Library;
Human Rights in China; Institute for the Study of the Americas; Island Resource Foundation; John Eifion Jones;
Professor Douglas Lockhart; Stacey Marinskey; Medical Institute of Tamils; Angela Melchiorre; Wesley S Muthian;
Gordon Myers; Graham Mytton; New York Society for International Affairs; OSPA; Carolyn Reed; Tim Shaw; Anthony
Sheppard, Vaughan Stone; Dr Clare Taylor; Mary Turner; Wilfred Webber.
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The Year Ahead
A good deal of time in the coming year will continue to be dedicated to preparations and planning for the relocation
of the Institute of Commonwealth Studies Library from Russell Square to the Senate House Building, planned for
summer 2006.

The African Monographs Project will continue, both completing cataloguing and also developing promotional material
for African collections across the ULRLS. In addition to this project we have been successful in gaining an ALM
London Collection Care grant towards re-housing newspaper and photograph collections, and we are negotiating for
the digitisation of the Castle Wemyss papers (ICS 101) as part of a larger international project relating to slavery and
abolition.

Projects

British Documents at the End of Empire Project (BDEEP)
Two new volumes were published in November 2004, a single-part country volume on Malaysia, and East of Suez
and the Commonwealth 1964-1971, the final general volume in the series. Malaysia, covering the years from 1957 to
1963, is edited by Anthony Stockwell (Royal Holloway, London), who edited the earlier BDEEP volume on Malaya
which covered the period 1942 to 1957. A review of Malaysia in The Straits Times (Singapore, 24 May 2005) described
it as a ‘magisterial work’ and a ‘mine of information and insight for historians’. Another review in The Sunday Times
(Singapore, 19 June 2005), commented that the documents had been edited and introduced by Professor Stockwell
with ‘impeccable scholarly care and precision’.

Edited by Stephen Ashton (ICS), general editor of BDEEP, and Wm Roger Louis (University of Texas), East of Suez
and the Commonwealth is in three parts: I East of Suez; II Europe, Rhodesia, Commonwealth; III Dependent Territories,
Africa, Economics, Race.  A review of of the volume in International Affairs in May 2005 (vol 81, no 3) commented,
‘to survey such a vast array of material and turn it into a meaningful collation represents a prodigious feat of editorial
intelligence and control’. The same source observed:

‘The publication of this three-part volume, the last of the ‘general’ series’ of the monumental British Documents
on the End of Empire Project, closes a major chapter on what has been a remarkable example of organizational
and scholastic endeavour. With only a few final country volumes still scheduled to appear, thanks to BDEEP,
we now have an authoritative record of high-level official thinking and policy-making on virtually the entire
process of decolonization, alongside views on the political, strategic and economic environment within
which it was accomplished. The achievement is all the more impressive in that BDEEP has had no official
sanction or support, but has been nurtured and sustained from within the academic community of the historians
of empire.’

A volume in two parts on Central Africa, edited by Philip Murphy (University of Reading) went to press during the
year, and the editing was completed for further volumes on Fiji, edited by Brij Lal (Australian National University)
and Malta, edited by Simon Smith (University of Hull).

The British Academy conducted an in-depth review of the project during the year. In a report in March 2005, the
Academy commented, ‘the progress being made was warmly welcomed and the project praised for its scholarly
excellence’. The Academy also awarded BDEEP a further research grant of £5,000 for completion purposes. Beginning
with a pump-priming grant of £10,000 from the British Academy in 1986, BDEEP has since received over £770,000
in grant awards, mainly from the Leverhulme Trust and the former Arts and Humanities Research Board. Additional
funds have been provided by the British Academy, the Managers of the Smuts Memorial in the University of Cambridge,
and the University of Texas at Austin.

Dr Ashton attended a Wiles Colloquium on ‘The British Empire in the 1950s: Revival or Retreat’ organised by the
School of History, Queen’s University, Belfast, in September 2004, and submitted a paper on ‘Keeping Change
within Bounds: a Whitehall Reassessment’. Following the untimely death in April 2005 of Professor Martin Lynn,
convenor of the colloquium and editor of the Nigeria volume in the BDEEP series, Dr Ashton took over the editing
for publication of the colloquium papers.

An article by Dr Ashton, “Mountbatten, The Royal Family and British Influence in Post-Independence India and
Burma” was published in the Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History in January 2005.
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Dr Martin Lynn, 1951-2005
It is with great sadness that BDEEP reports the death in April 2005 of Dr Martin Lynn, editor of the Nigeria volume
in the BDEEP series. Martin was born in Lagos, Nigeria, and the country of his birth became the focus of his scholarship
for much of his professional career. A graduate of King’s College, London, he completed an MA at SOAS, returned
to King’s for his PhD, and then taught at the University of Ilorin, Nigeria, before moving to Queen’s University,
Belfast, in 1980. He progressed at Queen’s to reader and then to a personal chair in 2004. He was one of the country’s
foremost historians of West Africa, specialising intitially in the nineteenth century before progressing effortlessly to
his major study of Nigerian  decolonisation. He was a warm and friendly individual, universally liked by everyone
who knew him. He had a wry sense of humour and a love of the outdoors. Cricket and climbing were his main
pursuits. He will be sorely missed by colleagues and students.

Overseas Service Pensioners’ Association (OSPA)

Michael Twaddle continued as Director of the OSPA research project into oral memories of Empire since the Second
World War held by surviving former members of the British Colonial Service into a fourth year. The Advisory
Committee, ably chaired by J H Smith and consisting of Mandy Banton, Senior Archivist of the National Archives at
Kew, A H M Kirk-Greene, Fellow of St Antony’s College, Oxford, and Jonathan Lawley and Michael Waters of the
Council of OSPA, met three times during the year. Two major meetings were held, and a three-day gathering on
‘Memories of Empire’, retained by leading representatives of the former British and French colonial empires, took
place on 27-29 June.

The first meeting, in December, was on ‘Islam and the British Colonial Empire’ and featured a diverse selection of
papers: ‘Islamic law under British rule in Africa’, Sir Richard Posnett; ‘Islam in colonial northern Nigeria’, J H
Smith; ‘Muslim northern Nigeria and girls’ education’, Jean Boyd; ‘Islam and the residential system in the Malay
States’, John Gullick; ‘Islam and the colonial service: a personal view from Aden and the Protectorates’, Michael
Crouch; and ‘Encountering Islam in a colonial and post-colonial agricultural career’, Andrew Seager.

In June, OSPA held a conference on ‘Memories of Empire’, which benefited from contributions by a number of
distinguished visitors from France as well as from a number of OSPA members. The visitors from France were Jean
Clauzel and Alain Deschamps, former colonial administrators in French West Africa and Madagascar (and subsequently
a prefect in metropolitan France and a member of the French diplomatic service respectively) who both gave papers
based upon their personal experiences; together with Pierre Boilley, Professor of African history at the University of
Paris-Sorbonne, and Henri Medard, Maitre de Conferences in history at the same university. Pierre Boilley gave a
paper comprehensively reviewing publications in the French language dealing with the French overseas empire since
the Second World War. Dr Medard acted as translator when necessary as well as contributing African history when
appropriate.

Prominent among the speakers from Britain were Jonathan Lawley, Andrew Stuart, John Smith and Sir Richard
Posnett - the first two discussing late colonial rule and transfers to successor governments in East and Central Africa
and in the New Hebrides, the last two speaking very pertinently and briefly on their experiences in Nigeria and the
Caribbean respectively. Terry Barringer read a paper contributed in absentia by Tony Kirk-Greene who was unable to
attend in person because of a stroke; fortunately, he has since recovered. Richard Crook, Anyaoku Professor at the
Insititute, compared policies towards land in Ghana and the Ivory Coast before and after independence in a superb
presentation.

On the final day, a visit to the National Archives at Kew went ahead as planned with expert guidance from Mandy
Banton and, after lunch, a very useful discussion took place with the visitors from the Sorbonne on a possible follow-
up research project.

During the year three Occasional Papers were published by the project - Empire and After, edited by Michael Twaddle;
How Green was our Empire? Environment, Development and the Colonial Service, edited by Terry Barringer; and
The United Kingdom Overseas Territories, edited by David Killingray and David Taylor. These are each available at
£15 from the Publications Officer of the Institute.
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Association of Commonwealth Studies
Michael Twaddle continued as Secretary of the Association of Commonwealth Studies until its conference on ‘The
Literatures of the Commonwealth’ held at Cumberland Lodge, 15-18 May. After this conference, he handed the
secretaryship over to George Kitching of Canada. The Association was set up as an international and multi-disciplinary
scholarly association in response to the recommendations of the Symons Report into the future of Commonwealth
Studies commissioned by the Commonwealth Secretariat in the 1990s. Michael was founding secretary of the
Association and continues to be an active member of its council, planning future events and publications. Professor
Tom Symons, founding President of Trent University in Canada as well as principal animator of the Symons Report
into Commonwealth Studies was unanimously invited to become its founding Chairman.

The Round Table:  The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs
Since 1983 the editorship of The Round Table, founded in 1910, has been located at ICwS.  2003-04 marked the
culmination of Peter Lyon’s editorship, after 21 years, and the assumption of the editorial chair by Professor Andrew
Williams, University of Kent.  Andrew Williams has become a Fellow of the Institute, Professor Tim Shaw has joined
the editorial board, the Moot, of which Richard Bourne is Chairman, and Peter Lyon remains on the board – so the
connection with ICwS remains close. A Round Table (number 376) Festschrift in honour of Peter Lyon was launched
at the Institute in November 2004. Professor Shaw wrote an article, entitled “Four Decades of Commonwealth
Secretariat and Foundation: Continuing Contributions to Global Governance?”, which was published in the journal
in July (vol. 94, No. 380, 359-365, July 2005).

Canadian Studies
In 2004-2005 Phil Buckner again ran the Canadian Studies programme with the financial assistance of a grant from
the Canadian High Commission and the Foundation for Canadian Studies in the United Kingdom. This year nine
speakers were brought in to give seminars: Alan Trench (University College, London), Colin Howell (St. Mary’s
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia), Tammy L, Nemeth (University of British Columbia), Andy Den Otter (Memorial
University of Newfoundland), Paul Rutherford (University of Toronto), Gordon Stewart (Michigan State University),
Susan Billingham (University of Nottingham), Jim Miller (University of Saskatchewan), and a joint paper by Peter
Clarke and Maria Tippett (Cambridge University). The topics ranged widely from a discussion of baseball in the
Mexican-American and Canadian-American Borderlands to a discussion of Canada’s energy policies, its relations
with the United States since 9/11 and its treaty-making tradition with aboriginal peoples. For the first time the seminars
were sponsored jointly by the Institute for the Study of the Americas, a collaboration which it is hoped will continue
in the future. Canadian Studies also hosted two book launches at the Institute. One was for Canada and the End of
Empire, a collection of essays edited by Phil Buckner and published by the University of British Columbia Press. The
essays were drawn from a conference held at the ICwS three years ago. The second book launch was of the new
critical study of Margaret Attwood by Coral Anne Howells, Professor of Canadian Literature at the University of
Sussex. Because 2005 is the 100th anniversary of the creation of the provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan the ICS
also hosted a half-day conference on ‘Canada and the Prairie West’ at which Jim Miller (University of Saskatchewan),
Steve Hewitt (Birmingham University) and Bill Waiser (University of Saskatchewan) gave papers. Planning has also
begun for the 6th annual Canadian Studies Conference which will be a joint conference with the London Conference
of Canadian Studies and which will be held on 4-5 November 2005.

Hellenism and the British Empire/Cyprus Studies
These activities under the aegis of Professor Holland and Dr. Diana Markides (Senior Research Fellow, ICwS) continued
during the session supported by the A.G. Leventis Foundation and the Cyprus Ministry of Education. Professor
Holland and Dr.Markides carried out further research in various collections in London, Athens and Nicosia. Professor
Holland was External Examiner for an M.Phil on a Cypriot topic at the University of Birmingham, and reviewed
books in this area for The Journal of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, The Anglo-Hellenic Review, International
Affairs and The Round Table. In February 2005 Dr. Markides presented a paper at the University of Cyprus on the
relations between Eleutherios Venizelos, the leading Greek statesman in the early twentieth century, and Great Britain.
In April she participated in a conference in Nicosia under the auspices of Wilton Park on the way forward following
the failure of the UN Plan for the reunification of the island. During the session she was also invited to teach a new
undergraduate course which comes directly from the ICS-based project – a good example of research in Russell
Square feeding into curricular development in the wider Commonwealth. Finally, the role played by Cyprus Studies
at the ICS was recognized by its inclusion in a programme of the International Academic Committee on Cyprus to
donate books relating to the History and Civilization of the island to University departments active in the field.
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Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit (CPSU)

The Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit (CPSU) maintained its momentum during this year, as the only policy unit
focused on the contemporary Commonwealth. It concluded a project on local democracy and the Commonwealth,
commenced projects on how the Commonwealth and European Union can support the African development process,
and on how the Commonwealth can strengthen the UN development system, and began a major programme for
voluntary Commonwealth Clubs in secondary schools. Richard Bourne stepped down as Head of the CPSU in July
2005.

Projects

Accessible guide to the UK constitution
Richard Bourne coordinated the first phase of a project to write an accessible guide to the UK constitution, working
with the Constitution Unit, University College, London and the Citizenship Foundation. Inspired by the pocket guide
to the South African constitution of 1996 this will result in a website guide, and a pocket version serving teenagers
taking Citizenship courses.

Commonwealth and Europe working to support NEPAD
Richard Bourne is conducting a one year study on how the Commonwealth and European Union can support the
African development process ( NEPAD ) more effectively. This is in collaboration with the European Policy Centre,
Brussels, the University of Malta as well as the Commonwealth Secretariat, European Commission and NEPAD
Secretariat. A report will be presented to the Valletta CHOGM.

Local democracy project
Malaika Scott undertook a study on local democracy in the Commonwealth, backed up by ten brief country cases,
which was published in the CLGF Handbook for the Commonwealth Local Government Conference in Aberdeen in
March 2005.

Commonwealth Clubs in schools
Deryn Holland started a two year project in November 2004, designed to set up Commonwealth Clubs in secondary
schools in England and research different models. The idea originated in West Africa, where there are Commonwealth
Clubs in schools in Nigeria and Cameroon. The project is being supported by a steering committee chaired by Professor
Jagdish Gundara, and the Royal Commonwealth Society has agreed in principle to maintain it at the end of the
CPSU’s pilot period.

The Commonwealth and the UN development system
Daisy Cooper, who carried out an inception project in 2004, has been working on how the Commonwealth can help
strengthen the UN development system ( with its varied agencies ranging from UNDP to UNIFEM and UNICEF ).
Her report, following a consultation with Commonwealth ambassadors in New York, will be available in time for the
Millennium Review at the UN, and the Valletta CHOGM. An application has been made to the Commonwealth
Scholarship Commission to see whether the Secretary-General of the Uganda UNA may join the CPSU in early 2006
to assist this project.

Land rights, resource management and Indigenous peoples
Tunde Omilola carried out an inception project for a sequel to the Indigenous Rights in the Commonwealth Project,
and an application was lodged with the European Commission and DFID in May 2005. If the application is successful
it will lead to a three year project focusing on Indigenous land rights, resource management and environmental
stewardship in ten developing countries.
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Other projects
Having received unspent funds from the Commonwealth Science Council for water policy work, the CPSU is developing
a project in this field, aided by Dr Siyan Malomo and Dr Sandra Wint. Work has continued with partners on a gun
culture project – looking at the role of civil society in countering gun crime in selected Commonwealth cities.

Conferences and workshops

The Commonwealth and media interest, address by Don McKinnon, CPSU with journalism faculty – City University,
November
Future Commonwealth issues, CPSU special planning event – Canada House, November
Costs and benefits of a Commonwealth Heads’ Meeting – ICwS, January
Roundtable for Mozambican officials at Commonwealth Secretariat – ICwS, February
Local democracy in the Commonwealth, with Young Fabians – Senate House, February
Launch meeting for Commonwealth Clubs – RCS, February
Third Diversity Matters Forum, co-organised by CPSU – Kolkata, February/March,
CPSU panel on spheres of governance at CFSP alumni conference – ICwS, March
Teacher mobility findings, with Nottingham University – ICwS, May
Commonwealth and European Union for NEPAD — ICwS, May
Commonwealth and the UN development system – New York, June
Commonwealth and G8 – CPA Room, Palace of Westminster, June
CPSU three day summer conference – ICwS, July
Commonwealth and European Union for NEPAD – Brussels, July
Commonwealth and UN development system – ICwS, July

Publications

The case for Commonwealth Select Committees to conduct simultaneous inquiries, The Parliamentarian, Richard
Bourne
“The Commonwealth and Human Rights”, chapter by Richard Bourne in The Essentials of Human Rights, edited by
Smith and  van den Anker, Hodder Arnold, 2005
“Indigenous Peoples’ Rights in the Commonwealth, with a focus on Indigenous Women” by Helena Whall in Gender
and Human Rights in the Commonwealth, Commonwealth Secretariat, 2004
“Indigenous Peoples and the Commonwealth: Reflections on the Abuja CHOGM, December 2003” by Helena Whall,
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative News, New Delhi, 2004
“Indigenous Peoples and the Abuja CHOGM, 2003 – a Lost Opportunity” by Helena Whall, Human Rights Update
no 4, 2004
“Managing the international recruitment of health workers and teachers: do the Commonwealth agreements provide
an answer?”, in April 2005 issue of The Round Table by W John Morgan, Amanda Sives and Simon Appleton

CPSU published two more Ministerial briefings in its Policy Briefs series – “2004 Commonwealth Finance Ministers”,
Barry Watson and George Watson; “2005 Commonwealth Tourism Ministers”, Alan Fyall. The current request for
pages from the CPSU website is running at just over 20,000 per month, slightly up on the previous year.

Advisory Board

The Advisory Board held the CPSU annual general meeting in December 2004, chaired by Professor James Manor.
Advisory Board members were involved in choosing a second Head of the Unit.
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Commonwealth Professional Organisations with Licences for the Institute

The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)  is a non-partisan, international NGO working for the practical
realisation of human rights in the countries of the Commonwealth with its headquarters is in New Delhi, India. The
London Office holds a license with the Insitute and is based at Russell Square where its principal function is to liaise
with Commonwealth institutions and associations. During the year it took part in the 40th anniversary celebrations of
the Commonwealth Secretariat by commissioning a paper on the extent to which the Secretariat has upheld human
rights commitments undertaken in the Commonwealth. The office also produced articles on the new Prevention of
Terrorism and Freedom of Information Acts in the UK. CHRI continues to host interns from the MA in Human Rights
programme.

The Commonwealth Lawyers Association (CLA) exists to maintain and promote the rule of law by ensuring that an
independent and efficient legal profession serves the people of the Commonwealth.  Assistance was given to the
Canadian Bar Association (CBA) in the drafting and focus of a survey to gather information about the institutional
members of the CLA. In April, an application was submitted to the European Union for a three-year project focusing
on Indigenous Land Rights and Resource Management in the Commonwealth, in collaboration with the CPSU. The
CLA also held a number of events, including a seminar, entitled ‘HIV/AIDS, Asylum and the Commonwealth’, in
January 2005 with Para 55 Commonwealth HIV/AIDS Action Group. Preparation for the 14th Commonwealth Law
Conference, which took place 11-15 September, was a central concern of the CLA during 2004-05. The theme was on
‘Developing Law and Justice’.

CJCJCJCJCJAAAAA
Commonwealth
Journalists
Association

The Commonwealth Journalists Association (CJA) contines to play an active role in bringing together journalists
working in Commonwealth countries around the world whether they work in print, broadcasting, or on-line journalism,
and helping to raise their status and quality. Josanne Leonard is now established as the CJA’s Executive Director,
based at the new Trinidad headquarters. She advocates both a bigger role for civil society in development and one
Caribbean nation. In February, Barry Lowe stood down as the Director of Projects after two years in which he
arranged and helped run training courses in a dozen countries from the Caribbean to Malaysia, and on subjects
ranging from reporting conflict to reporting local development and environment protection.



28

Special Events

The following conferences/workshops/symposia were held during the year:

Adjudication of land disputes and the protection of land rights in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire
Professor Richard Crook, ICwS

Workshop: Commonwealth Scholarship Commission
Governance in the Commonwealth(s): New Issues and Actors
Justin Foxworthy, ICwS

Annual Commonwealth Lecture by President Olusegun Obasanjo
The Commonwealth in the 21st Century: Prospects and Challenges
Sponsored by The Commonwealth Foundation, in collaboration with the Commonwealth Secretariat, the Royal
Commonwealth Society, The Royal Over-Seas League, The Cambridge Commonwealth Trust, ICwS, The
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

Small Islands Workshop
The World’s Sub-National Jurisdictions: Toward a Research Agenda
Professor Tim Shaw, ICwS, and Dr Godfrey Baldacchino, UPEI (University of Prince Edward Island)

One Day Workshop:Australian Studies
Australia and New Zealand Film since 2000
Dr Ian Henderson

Book Launch: The global legitimacy game, civil society, globalisation, and protest
Alison Van Rooy, Senior Policy Analyst, Policy Branch, CIDA, Ottawa-Gatineau

Euthanasia of a Democratic Constitution? Judicial Rulings as to “Alien” detention in Australia, the UK and
Canada in 2004'
in collaboration with Australian/Canadian/Commonwealth Studies
Dr Barbara Hocking (QUT) awarded Lillian Penson Fellowship 2005

Conference: Association of Commonwealth Studies
The Literatures of the Commonwealth
Dr Michael Twaddle, ICwS

Round Table Discussion: Consumers International and ICwS
Global Governance of ‘Conflict Coltan’
sponsored by Consumers International
Priya Bala, Royal Roads University, Canada

Special 40th Anniversary Symposium
The Commonwealth Institutions in a Globalised World: Reflections on Four Decades
co-sponsors include: Commonwealth Association, Commonwealth Foundation, Commonwealth Secretariat,
Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit, ICwS, Royal Commonwealth Society

Conference: Overseas Service Pensioner’s Association (OSPA)
Memories of Empire
Part of the OSPA project co-sponsored with Commonwealth History, ICwS
Dr Michael Twaddle, ICwS

G8 Pre-Summit talk and reception
Understanding the G8
A symposium sponsored by the ICwS, Ashgate Publishing and the G8 Research Group

Conference: AEGIS (Africa-Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies)
European Conference of African Studies
co-hosted with ICwS and SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies)
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Workshop: Political Ephemera from the Commonwealth and Latin America
Institute of Commonwealth Studies in cooperation with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Danny Millum, ICwS

Exhibition of Art: Ancestral Footsteps
Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy’s exhibition of new works at the Mall Galleries
Proceeds from the exhibition donated to the Anyaoku Chair endowment

Luncheon Reception
The Politics of Health - the latest issue of Development (Volume 47/2)
The Society for International Development and Palgrave Macmillan

Seminars

The following seminars were held during 2004-05:

Series Organisers
Australian Studies Professor Carl Bridge & Ian Henderson
Canadian Studies Professor Phillip Buckner
Caribbean Societies in Regional Context Professor Mary Turner
Commonwealth History Professor Rob Holland
South Asian Studies Professor Lawrence Saez

Australian Studies

‘Forget about the toast, what about London’: Contemporary Australian writing and the long gaze at London
Susan Bradley Smith

Special Artists’ Talk: ‘Perceptions of Antipodean identity’
Contributors to the Victoria and Albert Museum’s exhibition of Australian ceramics’

Battle of the Nations: Remembering Gallipoli
Dr Jenny Macleod

On Australian photo media artist Anne Zahalka’s “Leisureland”
Dr David Ellison, Griffith

Addicted to the Archives: researching Professional Savages
Roslyn Poignant, author, Professional Savages

The Importance of Being British? Imperial Factors and the Growth of British Exports
 Associate Professor Gary Magee , Melbourne

Literary Obscenity and Australian culture
Dr Nicole Moore, Macquarie, Visiting Research Fellow, Menzies Centre

The Colonisation of Antarctica
Dr Quentin Stevens (UCL), on behalf of Dr Christy Collis, Queensland

Maternity and the Freedom: Australian feminism and the reproductive body
Dr Catherine Kevin, Menzies Centre for Australian Studies

Is Australia Post-Colonial - The Problem of Indigenous Rights
Prof. Paul Patton

The AIF “Feeding Upon Itself”: rehabilitation versus Repatriation 1917 & 1918
 Roger Beckett, Menzies Centre for Australian Studies

Down the Road: Exploring Backpackers and Independent Travel
Dr Brad West
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Secrecy, Preference and Compulsion: A Century and a Half of Advanced Democracy in Australia
Mr John Bannon, St Mark’s College, Adelaide

Australia’s Media Makeover
Jock Given (Melbourne - Menzies/Monash)

Governor Maquarie’s Architecture
Michael Rosenthal (Warwick)

Australia and Asia
Professor Tony Milner (ANU)

Indigenous Economic Development in Australia: Linkages to the Wider Community
Bob Davidson (former Deputy Director Aboriginal Affairs, NSW)

Fear of Crime in Indigenous Communities in NSW
Dr Christine Jennett (CSU and Portsmouth)

Friendship, Networks and Transnationality in a World City: Antipodean transmigrants in London
Dr Alan Latham (Southampton )

The Globalization of Australian Surfbrands: postmodern capitalism and the soul
Dr Deirdre Gilfedder (Université Paris-Dauphine, Co-director of Australian Studies in France Group)

The Significance of the body in mourning and commemoration of British and military dead (World War II)
Seamus Spark, Edinburgh

On Australian philosophical identity and “place”
Dr Chris Churchill

Poetry Reading
Katherine Gallagher

Keith Windschuttle’s Contribution to Australian History: An Evaluation
Ralph Schlomowitz

Launch of Agenda’s Australian Issue
Dr Ian Henderson, Menzies Centre for Australian Studies

Canadian Studies

The Education of Aboriginal Missionaries in Rupert’s Land
Joint Seminar with the Imperial History Seminar
Andy Den Otter, Memorial University of Newfoundland

Canada and the American Empire: 9/11 and After
Joint Seminar with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Paul Rutherford, University of Toronto

Canada and the North Atlantic Triangle: J. B. Brebner’s North Atlantic Triangle
Revisited
Joint Seminar with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Gordon Stewart, Michigan State University

Half-day conference: Canada and the Prairie West (celebrating the 100th anniversary of the creation of the
provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan)
Prof. Phillip Buckner, ICwS

Compact, Contract, Covenant: Canada’s Treaty-Making Tradition with its Aboriginal Peoples
Joint Seminar with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Jim Miller, University of Saskatchewan
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Mr. Churchill meets Yousef Karsh in Ottawa in Dec. 1941
Joint Seminar with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Peter Clarke and Maria Tippett, Cambridge University

Seminar and Book Launch: Margaret Atwood: The Shape-Shifter
Joint Seminar with the Institute for the Study of the Americas
Professor Carol Ann Howells, University of Reading

Caribbean Societies in Regional Context

Jock Campbell ‘s Guyana 1953-1966
Professor Clem Seecharan, London Metropolitan University
and comments by Dr. Fenton Ramsahoye, Attorney General of Guyana, 1961-64

No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780-1870
Dr. Diana Paton, University of Newcastle

Racist Regimes: Slavery and the Holocaust
Professor Colin Clarke, Oxford

The Haitian Revolution and the Origins of Human Rights in the Americas
Professor Franklin Knight, Johns Hopkins

Petit Marronage in late 18th century Bahamas
Paul Shirley, UCL

Teacher Migration in a Small Island State: The Cost for Jamaica
Speaker: Dr. Amanda Sives, University of Nottingham

Commonwealth History

French and British colonial administration: some comparisons revisited
Veronique Dimier, Université Libre de Bruxelles

The Commonwealth in Britain’s’ Post-Imperial Adjustment
 Krishnan Srinivasan, Institute of Commonwealth Studies

Dependence and Independence: Malta and the End of Empire
Simon Smith, University of Hull

Lawyers and the End of Empire
Klearchos Kyriakides, University of Hertfordshire

Adjusting the Focus: Screening the Transition from Empire to Commonwealth
Luke McKernan and Linda Kaye, British Universities Film and Video Council (BUFVC)

South Asia Studies

The Peace Process in Sri Lanka
Priyath Liyanage, BBC World Service

Pakistan and Bangladesh: Prospects for Stability and Progress
Peter Fowler, former UK High Commissioner to Bangladesh; Sir Hilary Synnott, former UK High Commissioner
to Pakistan

India in a Globalizing World
HE Mr Kamalesh Sharma, High Commissioner of India to the UK

The Legal System as a Mediator in Investor-State-Civil Society Relations in India
Amanda Perry-Kessaris, Queen Mary, University of London
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Accounts

INCOME

HEFCE Grant
Tuition Fees
Research Grants & Contracts
Other Income
Interest (used to support Expenditure)
Income from Endowments

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE

Pay
Academic Departments
Academic Services
Administration
Premises
Research Grants & Contracts

TOTAL PAY EXPENDITURE

Non-Pay
Academic Departments
Academic Services
General Educational
Administration
Student & Staff Amenities
Premises
Research Grants & Contracts
Central Services

TOTAL NON-PAY EXPENDITURE

Surplus transferred to Reserves

N.B. Emeka Anyaoku Chair Endowment held in  designated account
(see page 8)
The Henry Chapman Visiting Fellowship Trust Fund
The Dame Lillian Penson Visiting Fellowship Trust Fund

£UK Sterling

498,126
309,619
386,119
181,180

7,177
50,162

1,432,383

291,142
183,905
168,692

15,687
158,557

817,982

76,221
107,279

30,939
48,055

5,693
92,981

190,679
36,880

588,727

37,662

593,955

29,540
3,549
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Advisory Council Members

Ex-Officio Members
Professor Nico Mann (Dean, SAS)
Professor Tim Shaw (Director, ICwS)

Elected Members
Elected staff member:  Nazila Ghanea-Hercock (Senior Lecturer & MA Course Convenor)
Elected Fellow:  Andrew Williams (University of Kent)
Elected student:  Jason Steeves (PhD)

Appointed Members
Mr Robert Annibale (Citibank)
Dr Chaloka Beyani (LSE)
Professor Holger Bernt Hansen (University of Copenhagen & DANIDA)
Professor Carl Bridge (Menzies Centre, King’s College)
Professor Colin Bundy (SOAS)
Dr Mark Collins (Commonwealth Foundation)
Dr John Darwin (Oxford)
Sir Graham Day (Nova Scotia)
Professor James Dunkerley (ISA)
Mrs Denise Elliott (ICwS) Secretary
Ms Ann Florini (Brookings Institution)
Mr Syamal Gupta (Tata Foundation)
Sir Robin Janvrin (Buckingham Palace)
Mr David Jobbins (THES)
Mr Sunder Katwala (Fabian Society)
Professor James Manor (IDS)
Professor James Mayall (Cambridge)
Mrs Florence Mugasha (Deputy Secretary-General, Commonwealth Secretariat)
Dr Alfred Nhema (OSSREA & UZ)
Professor Tony Payne (Sheffield) Chair
Dr Babu Rahman (FCO)
Dr John Rowett (ACU)
Dr Dan Smith (International Alert)
Professor Diane Stone (Warwick & ODI)
Professor Thomas Symons (Trent University & ACS)
Professor Ramesh Thakur (UNU)
Professor Elizabeth Thomas-Hope (UWI)
Professor Geraldine Van Bueren (Queen Mary & UCT)

Honorary Life Members of the Institute

Miss Margaret Beard, BSc (Econ) Professor James Manor, BA, DPhil
Professor Pat Caplan, BA, MA, PhD Professor Shula Marks, BA, PhD, FBA, OBE
Mrs Elizabeth M Chilver, MA Professor Peter Marshall, MA, DPhil, FBA
Miss Yvonne Crawford, BA Professor Roland Oliver, MA, PhD, FBA
Mrs Patricia Larby, MA, FLA, OBE
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Professor Kenneth E Robinson, 1915-2005

Kenneth Robinson, who was the second Director of the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, from 1957 to 1965, died
on 18th January 2005, aged 90.

He was successively and successfully a civil servant, university teacher, scholar and administrator. He became an
expert on colonial rule and its aftermath, especially for the British and French empires in Africa and for international
trusteeship. He was also the Vice-Chancellor of Hong Kong University, 1965-72, and an active positive influence in
many Commonwealth and educational enterprises.

Kenneth Ernest Robinson was a quintessential example of a bright scholarship boy, from a Grammar School in
Walthamstow, who went on to a distinguished career in Whitehall and then in Academe. He was a civil servant, who
became an expert on colonial government and administration. He also became unmistakably a Don’s Don, albeit with
good practical sense.

He was the son of Ernest Robinson, a clerk in the war department of Woolwich Arsenal, who died when his son was
only three. His mother was a primary school teacher. He was an intellectually distinguished grammar school boy who
won a scholarship to Hertford College, Oxford, at the age of 17, where he went on to win firsts, in both PPE and then
Modern History.

Awarded a Beit Senior scholarship in Colonial History it seemed as if he was embarking on an academic career.
Instead, however, he took civil service entrance exmas and entered the Colonial Office (CO) in 1936 where he was to
spend most of his next 12 years.

Robinson remained a persistent critic of what he saw as recurrent Foreign Office pressures to rush forward development
plans in Africa. He wrote: “I do not see any vast and obvious economic benefit accruing from this, either to the
metropolitan countries or the African territories except possibly in the long run”. Later in life he was to admit that he
had been surprised at the speed and nature of much decolonisation. He was closely involved in international aspects of
colonial policy, including trusteeship and he was the CO’s expert on French West Africa.

A distinguished Cambridge historian has commented on Whitehall expertise at Robinson’s time in office in the following
terms: “These officials were a true elite of scholar-official-mandarins. They were clever men richly furnished with
ability”. Short term secondments from the CO to the Treasury and the Cabinet Office meant that Robinson became well
versed in the ways of Whitehall.
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He became Assistant Secretary in the CO in 1946 (and head of the West African department) but resigned in 1948 in the
expectation, justified in the event, that he would succeed Margery Perham as Reader in Commonwealth Government
in Oxford. This post he held for 11 years, and simultaneously with being a Fellow at Nuffield College, when the
college was building up its international reputation as a postgraduate centre of modern history and the social sciences.
Robinson, who loved Oxford and the cut and thrust of seminars, was a very active member of his college and of the
University. He was very helpful to the young, occasionally acerbic to his contemporaries and elders.

In 1957, he moved from Oxford back to London where he became Director and Professor of Commonwealth Affairs at
the Institute of Commonwealth Studies in the University of London. Succeeding Sir Kenneth Hancock as Director he
determined to make ICS a cross-fertilisation of history and social science, especially with King’s, LSE and SOAS
within the University, but also with Chatham House, the Royal African Society, the Royal Commonwealth Society and
other London based associations.

He developed ICwS as a graduate research centre with a number of on-going seminars which demonstrated that the
University of London could act federally and constructively, a view which by no means was always conceded. And
through the IUC and the Association of Commonwealth Universities he built up ties around the Commonwealth and
with Duke University’s Centre for Commonwealth Studies in North Carolina. He also expanded the academic staff and
the library of the ICwS.

Whilst Director, Kenneth Robinson lived over “the shop” in a University of London flat in Woburn Square about 100
yards from nos 27 and 28 Russell Square and even nearer to SOAS. The ICwS also had a resident caretaker in those
days, a Mr Savage, by name but not by nature, who lived in the basement of no 27 Russell Square. These residences
contributed to the club or family-like atmosphere that prevailed at the ICS in Kenneth’s years there.

From 1965 to 1972 he was Vice-Chancellor of the University of Hong Kong at a time of political turbulence amongst
its student body but well before Mrs Thatcher’s agreement in 1984 that Hong Kong should retrocede to China. Robinson
encouraged co-operation between his own, primarily English language university with the newer Chinese language
University of Hong Kong. His time in Hong Kong is now commemorated in a Hall of Residence which is named after
him. He retired at the early age of 58 to make way for the University’s first Chinese Vice-Chancellor.

All academics have their special interests and Kenneth Robinson’s were notably wide, nourished by extensive reading,
book buying and hours in libraries, which he loved. When it was still in London, the library of the Royal Commonwealth
Society and that of the London Library were his favourites. In his published writings he was mostly an old fashioned
historian: strong yet subtle in narrative, well versed and faithful to the best sources he could find for the argument in
hand. He published relatively little because he was so meticulous and slow to write. But what he did publish was
characterised by great authority, notably in his Dilemmas of Trusteeship (1965).

Kenneth was awarded the CBE in 1971 and three honorary doctorates, two from Hong Kong University and one from
Britain’s Open University. Among his many other awards and offices he was a life Vice-President of the Royal
Commonwealth Society and a long time council member (including being Chairman from 1989 to 1995) of the Royal
African Society. He delivered eponymous lecture series in Nova Scotia, Aberdeen and elsewhere.

Dr Peter Lyon, Emeritus Reader & Senior Research Fellow



The Institute of Commonwealth Studies, founded in 1949, is the only postgraduate academic institution in
the United Kingdom devoted to the study of the Commonwealth, both historically and in its contemporary
forms.  Its main priority is to promote and coordinate research and postgraduate teaching on the
Commonwealth in the social sciences and humanities.  Within London University, nationally and
internationally, the Institute provides a focus and a forum for teachers and graduate students with
Commonwealth research interests, through the provision of seminars, conferences and symposia, library
facilities and academic advice.  In 1982 the ICwS established an academic house and administrative base for
the Sir Robert Menzies Centre for Australian Studies in both the UK and in the rest of Europe.

The Institute has links with universities in the Commonwealth, the Association of Commonwealth Universities,
the Commonwealth of Learning, the Association of Commonwealth Studies and with other major agencies
active in Commonwealth Studies.  Each year an increasing number of Commonwealth academic visitors
make the Institute their base for varying lengths of time and are networked to other UK universities.  Through
its Chapman and Lillian Penson Fellowships, the Institute has been able to assist a number of scholars from
Commonwealth countries to complete research in London and participate in its intellectual life.  By providing
facilities, library resources and short-term fellowships the Institute has contributed to the production of
many works on the Commonwealth.  Of the growing number of people who use the library and seminar
facilities of the Institute, about 40 per cent are academic staff and graduate students of London University;
the rest are from UK, Commonwealth and other universities, non-governmental organisations, diplomatic
institutions, media and other companies, and think tanks.

The main focus of the Institute lies in the social sciences and humanities, although the disciplines in which
our members are working are extremely varied, and include history, politics and international relations, area
studies, library studies, law, human rights, urban development and planning, anthropology, and cultural
studies.

Being based in the capital city, the Institute is also able to provide a unique environment for the presentation
and testing of research on the Commonwealth, its regions and states before varied and highly specialised
audiences drawn from the academic, business and diplomatic communities, including the Commonwealth
professional associations, Commonwealth Secretariat, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office,
Commonwealth Foundation, Department for International Development and non-governmental organisations
and think tanks.  In any given year, the ICwS organises approximately 100 seminars, roundtable discussions,
conferences, symposia, workshops, and public lectures.  Many of the papers presented at seminars and
conferences are later published in leading academic journals or edited volumes, including the two journals
that have been edited out of the Institute:  The Round Table and Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth
History.
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